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THE  EARLY  IRISH  SETTLERS  IN  THE 
TOWN  OF  GARDNER,  MASSACHUSETTS 

The  French  author,  Andre  Siegfried,  in  his  book,  “America  Comes 
of  Age,”  says  “without  the  Irish  love  of  amusement,  mischief,  and 
disorder,  the  American  atmosphere  might  have  been  too  heavy  to 
breathe.” 

John  Francis  Maquire,  M.  P.  wrote  his  “Irish  In  America”  in 
1884.  In  that  book  we  find,  “One  is  enabled  almost  at  a  glance,  to 
recognize  the  marked  difference  between  the  position  of  the  Irish 
race  in  the  old  country  and  in  the  new  ....  In  the  old  country, 
stagnation,  retrogression,  if  not  actual  decay  —  in  the  new,  life,  move¬ 
ment,  progress:  in  the  one,  depression,  want  of  confidence,  dark 
apprehension  of  the  future  —  in  the  other,  energy,  self-reliance,  and 
a  perpetual  looking  forward  to  a  grander  development  and  a  more 
glorious  destiny.  . . .  America,  of  all  countries,  is  the  one  most  suited 
to  the  successful  transplanting  of  a  race  which  has  in  it  every  essen¬ 
tial  element  of  greatness  —  alertness  and  vigour  of  intellect,  strength 
and  energy  of  body,  patient  industry,  courage  and  daring  in  battle, 
cheerful  endurance  of  adversity  and  privation,  quickness  of  inven¬ 
tion,  profound  faith,  with  firm  reliance  in  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of 
God,  and  a  faculty  of  thoroughly  identifying  itself  with  institutions, 
interests,  and  the  honour  of  its  adopted  home.”  Such  were  the  qualities 
for  citizenship  which  were  brought  to  Gardner  almost  a  century  ago  by 
its  pioneer  immigrant,  the  Irishman. 

The  writer  feels  that  her  reading  and  research  has  covered  his 
story.  Time  should  be  taken  however  to  show  how  Gardner  felt 
Irish  influence  previous  to  the  past  century.  The  History  of  Worces¬ 
ter  county  (page  818)  gives  a  list  of  sixty-five  family  names  as  set¬ 
tlers  of  Gardner  at  the  time  of  her  incorporation  in  1785.  Irish  Pedi¬ 
grees  by  O’Hart,  a  world-recognized  authority,  contains  thirty-six 
of  these  names  as  family  names  prominent  in  Irish  history.  A  pure 
Celtic  name  is  Moore,  direct  from  the  line  of  Ir,  the  fifth  son  of 
Mileus  of  Spain,  who  reigned  over  Ireland  jointly  with  his  brothers 
in  1699  B.  C.  Descended  from  more  recent  royalty  we  find  Wood, 
in  Gaelic,  O’Coilligh  —  from  the  40th  King  of  Meath;  Holland  of 
County  Ulster  and  County  Hy-Maine  from  Colla  de  Chrioch,  found- 
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er  of  that  kingdom;  and  Bacon  from  the  line  of  Brian  Boru,  King 
in  1008.  Among  prominent  families  found  in  Waterford  County  in 
1447  is  Jackson;  in  Dublin  as  early  as  the  12th  century  is  Foster; 
and  in  Waterford  in  the  seventeenth  century  is  Bolton.  On  the  sub¬ 
scription  lists  of  1642  — 1646  are  such  names  as  Childs,  Eaton,  and 
Richardson.  One  might  go  on  and  show  that  over  half  of  the  original 
settlers  in  this  city  had  the  honor  of  bearing  a  family  name  renowned 
in  the  history  of  Ireland. 

A  consideration  of  the  immigration  records  previous  to  1785  will 
show  further  Irish  influence.  After  the  Irish  rebellion  of  1641  and  the 
Cromwellian  invasion,  a  new  field  was  opened  for  the  Irish  who  were 
driven  from  their  native  land.  They  came  to  New  England  and  the 
West  Indies  as  slaves.  Johnston  and  Spencer’s  Ireland’s  Story  says, 
‘‘The  Commissioners  of  Ireland  under  the  Commonwealth  gave  the 
merchants  of  Bristol  orders  directed  to  the  governors  of  Irish  gar¬ 
risons,  who  were  to  deliver  to  them  the  prisoners  of  war  in  their 
keeping.  The  destitute  who  were  of  an  age  to  labor,  or,  if  women,  were 
of  marriageable  age  were  also  handed  over  to  them,  and  further 
directions  were  given  to  all  in  authority  to  seize  those  who  had  no 
visible  means  and  deliver  them  to  the  agents  of  these  British  mer¬ 
chants.  On  September  14,  1653  Captain  John  Vernon  contracted  to 
supply  two  hundred  and  fifty  women  of  the  Irish  nation  above 
twelve  years  and  under  fifty,  from  the  south  of  Ireland,  and  to  tran¬ 
sport  them  into  New  England.”  This  instance  is  only  one  of  many 
in  history. 

In  1771  and  1772  the  number  of  immigrants  from  Ireland  to 
America  amounted  to  17,350.  From  the  beginning  of  the  century 
the  proportion  of  Irish  to  all  other  immigrants  had  been  very  great. 
Very  many  of  them  were  doubtlessly  disguised  by  the  fact  that  they 
had  been  compelled  by  law  in  some  sections  (and  in  other  sections 
influenced  by  policy)  to  drop  their  Celtic  family  names  and  to  take 
names  like  Black,  Brown,  Smith,  and  Butler.  This  change  was 
thought  to  give  a  Saxon  air.  Today  a  family  name  alone  carries 
little  historical  meaning  but  a  century  and  a  half  ago  there  was  much 
less  cause  for  change.  If  the  change  was  made  in  New  England,  one 
may  be  sure  that  it  was  away  from  the  original  Irish  stem. 

The  neighboring  town  of  Barre  was  named  after  Colonel  Barry, 
an  Irish  member  of  the  British  parliament,  who  was  kindly  disposed 
toward  the  Americans  during  the  Revolution.  There  were  also  many 
Irish  names  among  its  Revolutionary  inhabitants. 
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Elisha  Jackson  (b.  1739  in  Westminster)  Gardner’s  first  settler, 
bore  a  family  name  prominent  in  County  Waterford.  But  even  more 
interesting  is  the  given  name  of  his  fifth  child  and  first  son,  —  Sul¬ 
livan  Jackson.  Genealogies  show  that  this  was  a  common  given  name 
in  this  section.  The  root  of  Sullivan  is  Irish  suil,  the  “eye”,  and  suil 
“the  eye”  is  derived  from  the  Irish  sul  “the  sun”,  because  the  “eye” 
is  the  light  of  the  body.  The  old  Irish  called  Sunday  “Dial  Suil” 
before  the  Christian  Irish  called  it  “Dia  Domhnaigh;  the  Lord’s  Day.” 
And  great  commendation  must  be  given  Elisha  for  naming  his  eldest 
son,  Gardner’s  first  son,  a  name  which  could  well  mean  the  light  of 
the  settlement  as  doubtlessly  Sullivan  Jackson  literally  was  that  to 
Elisha. 

This  use  of  Sullivan  as  a  given  name  was  not  a  traditional  family 
name  but  given  to  these  children  because  of  the  admiration  which 
their  parents  felt  for  the  famous  New  England  O’Sullivans.  Major 
Philip  O’Sullivan,  one  of  the  defenders  of  Limerick,  who  went  to 
France  with  Sarsfield  after  the  treaty  of  Limerick  on  October  6,  1691, 
was  the  grandfather  of  Major  John  Sullivan  who  led  a  body  of  armed 
men  on  December  14,  1774  to  storm  the  English  stronghold  of  Fort 
William  and  Mary  at  Newcastle,  near  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  The  garri¬ 
son  was  captured,  the  munitions  of  war  taken  and  the  British  flag 
hauled  down.  Six  months  later  the  powder  captured  at  Newcastle 
was  used  at  Bunker  Hill.  Three  of  Major  Sullivan’s  brothers  were 
likewise  officers  in  the  Continental  army  and  two  of  them  became 
governors  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire.  In  1797  when 
James  Sullivan  was  defeated  for  governor  of  Massachusetts  he 
received  19  votes  in  Gardner  against  16  votes  received  by  his  victori¬ 
ous  opponent,  Increase  Summer.  In  1807  when  James  Sullivan  was 
elected  governor  he  received  23  votes  against  105  of  his  defeated 
opponent,  Caleb  Strong.  In  1808  at  his  reelection  Governor  Sullivan 
received  22  votes  against  99  of  his  opponent,  Christopher  Gore.  A 
score  of  admirers  is  evident  in  these  tabulations. 

Consider,  too,  the  influence  of  the  Revolutionary  stories  of  Major- 
General  Anthony  Wayne,  known  as  Mad  Anthony,  born  of  Irish 
parents;  General  William  Thompson,  a  native  of  the  North  of  Ire¬ 
land;  Major-General  Knox  of  Irish  parentage;  General  William 
Irving,  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland;  Brigadier- General  Stephen 
Moylan,  a  native  of  the  South  of  Ireland  and  brother  of  the  Catholic 
Bishop  of  Cork;  General  Richard  Montgomery,  born  in  County 
Donegal;  General  John  Stark  (whose  “Irish  brogue”  Daniel  Webster 


8 


The  Early  Irish  Settlers  in  the 

loved  to  imitate)  of  the  New  Hampshire  Irish;  and  John  Barry,  the 
first  commander  of  the  American  Navy,  bom  in  County  Wexford. 
History  tells  us,  furthermore,  that  there  were  16,000  Irish  in  the 
ranks  in  this  war. 

The  Vital  Statistics  of  the  surrounding  towns  give  a  few  more  re¬ 
cords.  In  Ashburnham  we  find  on  Feb.  14,  1822  Susannah  Griffin, 
wife  of  Jonathan,  died  aged  77  years;  on  Oct.  13,  1838  Patrick  Ryan 
took  out  a  marriage  intention  with  Prudence  Gates  and  on  May  5, 
1846  John  Murphy  took  out  a  marriage  intention  with  Mercy  Hick¬ 
son.  In  Westminster  in  the  North  Cemetery  is  buried  John  Flanagan 
with  the  date  June  18,  1831  on  his  stone  and  a  church  record  gives 
a  Mr.  Griffin  buried  in  1827.  In  Hubbardston,  Betsy  Kelly  of  Barre 
married  William  M’Clanathan  on  Aug.  21,  1808  and  Patty  Kelly  of 
Barre  has  a  marriage  intention  record  with  Edmund  Clark  on  Dec. 
14,  1809.  At  least  we  have  Irish  ancestry  indicated  here.  The  first 
one  or  two  in  each  village  were  the  mustard  seed  of  the  growth  this 
century  has  brought.  So  we  know  that  these  early  settlers  in  Gardner 
had  Irish  influence  about  them  as  they  shared  the  glories  of  founding 
and  defending  these  United  States  of  America. 

The  First  Immigrant 

This  paper  means  to  consider  the  Irish  Immigrant  who  has  made 
Gardner  his  home  and  the  birthplace  of  his  issue.  The  first  Irish 
settler  in  Gardner  was  probably  William  H.  Hogan  —  His  death 
record  at  the  State  House  reads:  William  Hogan  —  died  March  17, 
1863  —  male  —  husband  —  age  47  yrs.  10  mos.  16  da.  —  cause  of 
death,  pluro-pneumonia,  residence,  Gardner  —  occupation  —  chair 

manufacturer  —  place  of  birth,  Ireland  —  parents - ?  and  Mary 

Hogan  —  place  of  birth  of  parents  —  Ireland.  The  same  record  is  in 
Gardner  death  records.  The  record  places  his  birth  about  May  1, 
1825  and  proves  him  an  Irish  emigrant.  He  married  Emily  Greenwood 
daughter  of  Walter  Greenwood  and  Rebecca  Wright  and  the  birth 
of  a  son  Walter  W.  July  17,  1838,  (a  daughter,  Emma  R.  was  born 
May  2,  1854)  places  the  date  of  his  immigration  earlier  than  1837. 
His  Son’s  record  of  death  gives  his  father’s  birthplace  as  Quebec. 
This  leads  one  to  surmise  that  he  may  have  come  to  Gardner  via 
Canada.  He  married  at  the  age  of  21.  It  is  noted  at  this  time  that  a 
Hubbardston  Church  Record  found  in  Hubbardston  Vital  Statistics 
gives  the  death  of  Hogan,  child  of  George  Hogan,  June  18,  1826. 

In  the  tax  record  of  1859  we  find  William  Hogan  taxed  for  the 
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following  valuation:  estate  lives  on  $1100,  one  carriage  $55,  twelve 
shares  So.  Gardner  Chair  Manufacturing  Co.  $600,  total  valuation 
$1755,  tax  $17.04.  Hogan  &  Co.  were  taxed  for  store  and  lot  $1500, 
chairshop  privilege  and  out  buildings  $5000,  stock  in  trade  $8500, 
one  horse  $60,  total  valuation  $15,060,  —  tax  $120.48.  The  Hogan 
house  on  the  1870  map  of  Gardner  is  located  on  West  Broadway  near 
So.  Main  Street  on  the  north  side  leaving  South  Gardner.  It  is  now 
occupied  by  Paul  Stevens  a  descendant.  Though  other  Hogans  settled 
in  Gardner  there  seems  to  be  no  relationship. 

Herrick’s  history  makes  no  mention  of  the  first  immigrant  though 
it  states  “the  early  settlers  were  mostly  English  in  descent,  but  within 
the  past  thirty  years,  there  has  been  a  gradual  increase  of  Irish  and 
French,  till  now  the  foreign  bom  population  and  their  descendants, 
constitute  quite  a  percent  of  the  whole  number  of  inhabitants.” 
(Page  68).  As  this  book  was  written  in  1878,  this  record  would  place 
the  date  of  immigration  roughly  at  1848. 

Glazier’s  history  makes  no  mention  of  the  Irish  though  when  it 
was  written  in  1860,  the  1859  tax  list  had  exactly  100  tax-payers 
born  in  Ireland.  The  total  valuation  on  their  property  was  almost 
$22,000.  There  were  33  poll  taxes  bringing  in  $48.  This  record  shows 
that  about  $1,000  to  every  $25,000  in  real  estate  valuation  and  one 
poll  tax  payer  to  every  25  on  March  4,  1858  were  “Irish  citizens” 
(as  the  early  edition  of  the  Gardner  News  refers  to  them).  Glazier 
does  list  Hogan  &  Co.  on  the  tax  list  of  1885  where  taxes  of  $20. 
and  upward  were  paid,  this  concern  paying  $57.12.  The  valuation  of 
this  concern  is  not  used  in  the  proportionate  computation  previously 
quoted. 

The  History  of  Worcester  County  (p.  857)  speaks  of  the  first 
Irish  as  the  “pioneer  Catholic”.  It  says,  however,  “who  the  pioneer 
Catholics  were  or  when  they  settled  Gardner  is  involved  in  mystery. 
The  most  reliable  information  dates  their  coming  in  the  year  1845.” 
Because  the  information  obtained  is  based  on  Catholic  records  the 
larger  part  of  this  thesis  is  dealing  with  the  Irish  Catholic  of  Gardner. 

Among  records  accessible  are  the  baptism  and  marriage  records  of 
the  Catholic  Church.  Just  as  the  city  of  Gardner  has  gathered  its 
geographical  extent  from  Winchendon,  Templeton,  Hubbardston, 
Westminster,  and  Ashburnham  so  the  Catholic  settlement  reached 
into  Worcester,  Fitchburg,  Jonesville  (Otter  River),  Ashburnham, 
and  Winchendon  parishes;  for  not  until  1870  was  there  a  Catholic 
parish  here.  The  records  were  kept  by  the  pastors  of  the  parishes  in 
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the  stations  mentioned.  One  must  consider  their  contribution  now  to 
see  who  these  pioneer  Catholics  were. 

On  the  tenth  day  of  April  1805  Dr.  Matignon  baptized  a  child  in 
the  Fitton  family  of  Boston.  This  child  James  became  the  great  mis¬ 
sionary  of  New  England  and  the  builder  of  the  first  Catholic  Church 
within  the  lines  of  the  diocese  of  Springfield  which  includes  Berkshire, 
Hampden,  Franklin,  Hampshire  and  Worcester  Counties.  Bishop 
Cheverus  confirmed  him  and  began  his  education  for  the  ministry 
and  Bishop  Fenwick  completed  his  training  and  ordained  him  a  priest 
in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  the  ember  days  of  December,  1827. 
On  July  7,  1834,  at  Worcester  he  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the  first 
church  —  Christ’s  Church  and  began  his  records.  His  first  coming 
was  sometime  between  1832  — 1834.  Up  to  that  time  no  record 
tells  of  a  single  priest  stationed  within  the  lines  of  what  is  now  the 
Springfield  Diocese.  Any  Irishman  who  had  settled  here  previous  to 
this  date  (1832  — 1834)  could  find  no  way  to  practice  or  pass  on  the 
Catholic  faith  if  he  possessed  it.  (This  is  the  story  of  the  issue  of 
Major  Philip  O’Sullivan)  Besides  his  carefully  kept  records  Father 
Fitton  wrote  two  books;  his  “Diary”  and  “Sketches  of  the  Church 
in  New  England.”  A  brief  survey  of  his  record  will  give  a  better 
appreciation  of  his  contribution.  The  following  is  taken  from  the 
baptismal  record  at  St.  John’s  Church,  Worcester,  Massachusetts. 


Year 

No.  of  baptisms 

1833 

5 

1834 

38 

(3 

converts) 

1835 

65 

(5 

converts) 

1836 

91 

1837 

216 

1838 

132 

(3 

converts) 

1839 

133 

(3 

converts) 

1840 

99 

(4 

converts) 

1841 

121 

1842 

193 

1843 

211 

1844 

227 

Remarks 


records  in  the  diary  a  mass 
at  Templeton. 


0 


On  April  28,  1840,  he  baptized  at  Templeton  Agnes  (b.  Apr.  3, 
1833);  Amelia  Ann  (b.  July  3,  1835)  and  John  (b.  Aug.  20  1839) 
children  of  Patrick  and  Mary  O’Brien;  sponsors,  Patrick  and 
Catherine  Moran.  On  the  same  day  were  baptized  at  Templeton 
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George  (b.  Feb.  12,  1838)  and  Mary  Ann  (b.  Oct.  4,  1839)  children 
of  Patrick  and  Catherine  Moran,  sponsors,  Patrick  and  Mary  O’Brien. 
The  oldest  O’Brien  child  was  born  in  1833,  it  will  be  noted.  The 
history  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  New  England  gives  Patrick  O’Brien 
as  one  of  the  earliest  known  Catholics  in  Templeton.  His  house  was 
not  more  than  one-half  mile  from  the  Gardner  boundary  line  in 
Otter  River.  It  stood  and  still  stands  near  the  foundry.  It  seems 
that  he  probably  settled  in  the  vicinity  before  1833  (the  birth  of  his 
oldest  child)  for  if  he  came  in  to  the  country  via  New  York,  Boston 
or  Canada  after  his  oldest  child  was  born,  she  undoubtedly  would 
have  been  baptized. 

On  Aug.  29,  1842  Father  Fitton  again  visited  the  home  of  Patrick 
and  Mary  O’Brien  and  baptized  Edward  Henry  (b.  Mar.  19,  1842); 
sponsors,  Martin  and  Elizabeth  Bumess.  The  same  day  two  more 
children  were  baptized  —  Thomas  (b.  Nov.  6, 1841,  s.  of  Martin  and 
Eliza  Burness  —  sponsors  Patrick  and  Mary  O’Brien)  and  Henrietta 
(b.  Aug.  21,  child  of  Oliver  and  Harriet  Oliviere —  sponsors  Joseph 
Lanviere  and  Auget  Gaudet).  Here  we  have  the  first  French  record 
in  the  locality.  On  Apr.  6,  1845,  the  mission  was  taken  by  Father 
Mathew  W.  Gibson. 

Before  one  inspects  Father  Gibson’s  records,  great  tribute  must 
be  paid  to  Father  James  Fitton.  A  recent  edition  of  “ A  Century  of 
Catholicism  in  Western  Massachusetts”  by  the  “Mirror,”  Springfield, 
Mass,  says,  “A  missionary  extraordinary,  tireless  laborer  in  the 
Master’s  Vineyard,  first  celebrant  of  Holy  Mass  in  towns  from  Boston 
to  Berkshire,  from  Rhode  Island  to  the  New  Hampshire  line,  donor 
of  the  land  on  which  Holy  Cross  College  now  stands.  His  baptismal 
name  is  recalled  by  Mount  St.  James,  on  which  the  Holy  Cross  group 
towers,  and  his  family  name  by  Fitton  Athletic  Field.”  Though  no 
definite  record  shows  that  he  was  needed  or  did  visit  Gardner,  he 
surely  went  thru  the  villages  on  his  missions  and  the  picture  of  him 
carrying  that  faith  so  precious  to  thousands  of  Gardner  residents 
today  is  one  not  to  be  passed  by.” 

The  History  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  The  Diocese  of  Springfield 
by  Rev.  John  J.  McCoy,  P.  R.  states  that  the  first  Irish  Catholic  in 
Gardner  was  Thomas  Carroll.  An  old  story  is  told  that  Mr.  Levi 
Heywood  met  him  at  the  dock,  hired  him  to  come  to  work  for  him 
in  Gardner,  bought  him  a  ticket,  tagged  him  with  a  card  bearing  his 
(Mr.  Heywood’s)  name,  Gardner,  and  saw  him  on  the  train.  Mr. 
Heywood  went  into  business  about  1844  with  Moses  Wood  of  Provi- 
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dence  and  his  younger  brother  Seth  Heywood.  This  company  worked 
thus  until  1847.  He  may  have  hired  Thomas  Carroll  himself  or  he 
may  have  sent  an  order  for  help  to  those  whose  business  it  was  to 
place  the  immigrant.  The  “tag”  story  points  to  the  latter.  Thomas 
Carroll  worked  all  his  life  for  the  Heywood  Company.  More  details 
of  this  Thomas  Carroll  will  follow,  but  it  seems  fitting  here  to  stop 
and  consider  the  Irish  emigrant  of  1845 — -1850. 

Immigration  Conditions 

Large  merchant  sailing  vessels  built  to  carry  raw  products  from 
the  United  States  to  England  in  1845  transported  most  of  the  58,538 
souls  who  came  from  Great  Britain  to  the  U.  S.  A  large  portion  were 
Irish. 

Records  of  passenger  lists  on  vessels  entering  Boston  from  1848  on 
are  at  the  State  House.  These  early  lists  are  arranged  chronologically 
giving  (1)  the  date  of  landing,  (2) the  name  of  passenger,  (3)  his  age, 
(4)  last  place  of  residence,  (5)  place  of  sailing,  (6)  the  name  of  the 
ship  and  notations  of  the  number  of  passengers  “bonded”,  “landed 
free”  or  “died”  with  the  captain’s  signature  sometimes.  For  lack  of 
time  the  writer  has  but  one  record.  Her  maternal  great  grandfather, 
Timothy  Conway  and  his  sister -in-law,  Mary  Mountain  both  aged  30, 
were  found  registered  on  the  “Hope”  sailing  from  Cork,  their  last 
residence  (and  of  all  on  board)  Ireland,  arriving  at  Boston  November 
25,  1849.  Two  passengers  died  on  the  trip,  258  were  landed  free 
(Timothy  Conway  and  Mary  Mountain  among  them)  and  61  were 
bonded.  On  the  same  day  the  Anglo  Ann  (with  one  passenger  here 
before,  one  died,  46  bonded  and  259  landed  free)  and  the  O.  H. 
Glidden  (with  219  landed  free,  49  bonded  and  two  died)  came  into 
port  with  all  on  board  from  Ireland.  No  captain’s  names  were 
signed.  A  “bonded”  passenger  signified  poverty  and  was  an  arrange¬ 
ment  made  between  State  and  Ship  Company  whereby  the  Company 
paid  a  sum  which  released  them  from  further  responsibility  for  the 
passenger. 

The  transportation  of  these  people  “from  one  climate,  government 
and  state  of  society  to  another  wholly  different”  is  given  as  “the 
most  remarkable  social  phenomenon  of  our  time”  by  Mr.  Edward 

Everett  Hale,  Unitarian  minister  of  Worcester,  Mass.  (1846 _ 1856) 

author  of  “A  Man  Without  a  Country.” 

The  average  passage  money  for  an  adult  may  be  called  twenty 
dollars:  for  a  child  fifteen  dollars.  The  emigrants  usually  were 
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brought  together  and  put  on  board  the  ship  at  Liverpool  or  Cork 
by  some  “passenger  broker”.  There  were  instances  of  fraud  and 
cruelty  on  the  part  of  these  men  but  both  the  English  and  United 
States  governments  tried  to  rectify  this  condition  by  law.  The 
British  Statute  of  1849  and  its  amendments  of  1850;  and  those  of 
the  United  States  of  Feb.  22  and  Mar.  2, 1847  and  May  17,  1848  had 
provisions  for  vessels  with  emigrants  from  Great  Britain  to  the 
United  States.  “The  American  Statutes  require  that  the  space  on 
deck  unoccupied  by  stores  or  goods  (except  passenger’s  baggage) 
shall  average  fourteen  square  feet  for  each  passenger,  (man,  woman, 
or  child.)  on  board,  excepting  infants  not  one  year  old.  If,  between 
decks,  there  is  not  a  space  six  feet  high,  the  average  must  be  sixteen 
square  feet  a  passenger;  —  and  if  less  than  five  feet  high,  there  must 
be  twenty-two  square  feet  a  passenger.  If  an  orlop  deck  be  fitted  for 
passengers,  they  are  allowed  an  average  of  thirty  square  feet.  For  the 
violation  of  these  provisions  there  is  a  penalty  of  a  fine  of  $50.  or 
imprisonment  for  one  year,  as  for  misdemeanor.  There  may  not  be 
more  than  two  tiers  of  berths  on  any  deck:  — the  decks  must  be 
real  decks,  firmly  built  with  floors,  six  inches  above  their  timbers. 
Nor  may  any  berths  be  smaller  than  six  feet  by  eighteen  inches.” 
(Taken  from  the  second  letter  by  Mr.  Hale.) 

In  1852  to  secure  the  passengers  against  their  own  want  of  fore¬ 
sight  in  providing  stores,  these  statutes  required  that  each  vessel  in 
providing  stores  shall  be  furnished  with  provisions,  on  the  following 
scale  for  each  passenger. 


Water 

American  Acct. 
60  gals. 

British  Acct. 

52}4  gals. 

Ship  bread 

15  pounds 

50  pounds 

Wheat  flour 

10  pounds 

20  pounds 

Oat  meal 

10  pounds 

60  pounds 

Rice 

10  pounds 

40  pounds 

Salt  pork 

10  pounds 

2254  pounds 

Peas  and  beans 

10  pounds 

potatoes  may  be  sub¬ 

Potatoes 

35  pounds 

stituted  for  meal  or 

The  English  act  required  that  these 

rice:  5  lbs.  for  one. 
supplies  shall  be  served  one 

twentieth  part  twice  every  week;  the  United  States  act  required  one 
tenth  served  every  week  with  sufficient  fuel  for  cooking.  The  maxi¬ 
mum  length  of  sailing  prepared  for  was  ten  weeks.  Some  ships  were 
on  the  high  seas  twelve  and  fourteen  weeks.  Many  of  the  passengers 
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suffered  intensely.  Pestilence  reigned  on  some  ships.  Those  in  the 
early  forties  were  the  most  dreadful.  Food  was  unjustly  given  out, 
water  withheld  or  served  putrid.  It  is  a  miracle  more  contagion  did 
not  result. 

A  large  portion  of  the  immigrants  had  been  sent  for  by  relatives. 
Others  were  out  to  find  their  own  way.  How  Thomas  Carroll  happen¬ 
ed  to  “come  out”  is  unknown,  but  it  was  but  a  short  time  before  he 
had  sent  for  others  of  his  own  family  —  parents,  brothers,  and  sisters 
—  until  by  1853  all  were  here.  When  Timothy  Conway  and  Mary 
Mountain  came  here  they  knew  no  one.  One  story  is  told  of  how 
they  walked  from  Boston  to  North  Ashbumham  asking  for  work  on 
the  farms  on  the  way.  As  the  railroad  was  built  at  that  time,  it  is 
easy  to  see  why  they  chose  that  route.  Timothy  Conway  found  work 
on  a  farm  in  North  Ashbumham  and  those  people  obtained  work  in 
the  house  of  Levi  H.  Sawin  for  Mary  Mountain.  Miss  Lucy  Sawin, 
a  daughter  of  Levi  H.  Sawin  says,  “Mary  Mountain  worked  for  my 
mother  28  years  over  a  period  of  35  years,  as  she  was  away  several 
times  to  help  take  care  of  her  family.  As  she  could  save  the  money, 
she  helped  her  brothers  and  sisters  to  come  here.  She  came  in  a 
sailing  vessel  which  took  about  a  month  to  come”. 

The  following  notes  taken  from  Frank  C.  Bowen’s  “A  Century 
of  Atlantic  Travel”  (1830  — 1930)  will  be  of  interest. 

“The  emigrant  rates  in  the  crack  packets  varied  from  three  guineas 
to  six  guineas,  children  half  price;  while  in  the  smaller  packets  or 
the  irregular  ships,  the  fare  was  from  five  pounds  to  as  low  as  forty 
shillings,  the  average  being  in  the  neighborhood  of  four  pounds. 
To  these  fares  the  passenger  always  had  to  add  forty  or  fifty  shillings 
as  the  lowest  price  at  which  he  could  feed  himself  with  reasonable 
economy. 

“Previous  to  1837  the  privilege  of  landing  had  been  20  cents,  in 
addition  the  captain  paid  $1.  per  head  or  entered  into  a  bond  that 
his  passengers  would  not  fall  on  the  rates  within  two  years  of  their 
landing.  Needless  to  say  he  invariably  preferred  to  pay  the  dollar 
and  end  the  liability.  In  the  spring  of  1837  the  U.  S.  Government 
imposed  a  landing  tax  of  $10.  on  every  emigrant  landed  and  this  cut 
so  deeply  in  to  the  profits  that  11  British  ships  ran  the  risk  of 
refusing  to  pay  —  were  promptly  detained  and  very  nearly  forfeited. 

“In  1837  ‘The  Diamond’  from  Liverpool  to  N.  Y.  was  out  100 
days.  Of  the  180  passengers,  17  died  of  sheer  starvation.  The  crew 
was  on  short  rations  and  nothing  from  their  scanty  supply  could  be 
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taken  for  passengers.  There  were  appalling  scenes  and  food  received 
any  price.  A  sovereign  was  refused  for  a  single  potato.  One  man  had 
lived  nine  days  on  potato  peelings.” 


SAILING  RECORDS 

Westward 

Longest  Shortest  Longest 

Eastward 

Shortest 

Day 

Day 

Ave. 

Day 

Day 

Ave. 

Sailing  Ships. 

Black  Ball  Line 

48 

22 

33.17 

36 

18 

27.12 

Dramatic  Line 

38 

23 

30.12 

25 

17 

20.12 

Star  Line 

45 

27 

36 

28 

21 

24 

Swallow  Tail  Line 

45 

28 

35 

31 

17 

22.12 

Steamships 

Great  Western 

21.12 

13 

16.12 

15 

12.6 

13.9 

British  Queen 

20.9 

14.12 

17.8 

21.12 

13.12 

16 

Liverpool 

18.12 

16 

17.4 

24 

13.18 

15 

Ave.  of  all  sailing  ships  44 

25 

34.1J4 

30 

18.6 

22.1 

Ave.  of  all  steamships 

20.3 

14.15 

17 

21.4 

13.4 

15.4J4 

Difference  in  favor 

23.21 

10.9 

17.154 

8.70 

5.2 

7.13J4 

of  steamships 

Here  are  notes  taken  from  the  same  book 

on  the  normal  life  on 

the  voyage. 

“Shops  existing  around  Liverpool  docks  were  of  vile  quality.  An 
emigrant  might  find  his  sauce  pan  of  no  use  after  the  first  attempt 
to  cook.  No  fires  were  allowed  on  board  while  the  ship  was  in  dock. 
The  people  sometimes  were  unable  to  cook  for  ten  days  and  in 
addition  had  to  stay  below  deck.  On  the  Julius  MacGregor  berths 
were  really  nothing  more  than  a  long  trough.  No  effort  was  made  to 
separate  each  passenger.  They  were  supposed  to  sleep  two  abreast, 
but  three  or  four  were  not  unusual.  No  attempt  was  made  to  divide 
sexes  or  to  provide  even  the  most  eleimentary  amenities  of  life,  —  but 
the  passengers  did  as  much  as  possible  to  improve  matters  and  were 
an  extraordinarily  decent  crowd.  Beside  the  bunks  were  boxes  contain¬ 
ing  food,  cooking  utensils  and  clothing.  These  formed  seats  and  all 
other  luggage  was  lumped  to  form  tables.  There  were  big  grates  on 
each  side  of  the  ship.  The  first  man  up  built  the  fire.  Some  groups 
worked  together.” 

In  1844  the  British  Protective  Emigrant  Board  and  the  Irish 
Protective  Society  were  formed  to  help  these  conditions.  The  immi¬ 
grants  were  victimized  in  New  York.  This  was  a  very  profitable 
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business  and  boarding-house  keepers  kept  agents  traveling  back  and 
forth  to  Ireland  and  England.  The  immigrant  thought  the  “runner” 
his  friend  and  spent  his  savings  as  directed  until  his  last  penny  bought 
a  ticket  which  left  him  alone  at  a  distant  town. 

Two  conditions  must  have  left  their  imprint  on  these  immigrants; 
the  condition  in  Ireland  previous  to  emigration  and  the  means  of 
travel.  Those  who  escaped  from  their  famine-stricken  country  after 
the  “Black  Forty-Seven”  were,  for  the  most  part,  at  the  end  of  their 
resources.  Letters  first  published  in  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  in 
December  1851  and  January  1852  by  Edward  Everett  Hale,  give  us 
the  reaction  of  the  native-born  American,  a  man  sincere  and  openly 
earnest  to  help.  He  says,  “In  an  attempt  to  get  any  clear  idea  of  the 
arrangements  of  their  lives  at  home,  two  peculiarities  of  most  emi¬ 
grants  foil  you;  the  first  is  the  national  pride  of  the  Irishman  — 
though  he  had  left  Ireland  forever.  He  is  resolved  that  you  shall 
believe  it  to  be  the  gem  of  the  sea,  —  and  will  admit  nothing  that 
should  throw  a  stain  upon  it.  The  second  is  the  great  monotony  of 
his  life  at  home.  He  travels  little  there;  when  he  labors  it  is  in  a 
most  uneventful  way  and  apparently,  he  is  idle  most  of  the  time. 
He  therefore  has  little  to  tell  if  he  remembered  it;  but,  more  than 
this,  he  remembers  very  little.  A  year  or  two  of  the  excitement  of 
America  seems  to  sweep  back  his  Irish  life  to  the  indistinctness  of 
a  dream.”  One  of  Irish  ancestry  who  remembers  many  an  Irish  story 
either  of  gay  county  fairs  or  of  struggle  against  poverty  in  order 
to  harbor  a  lost  cause  and  who  has  sat  by  the  side  of  an  early 
immigrant  (a  grandfather  perhaps)  and  heard  the  stories  of  the 
desire  for  adventure,  the  beautiful  home-life  in  the  old  country,  the 
intimate  experiences  of  family  burdens  or  the  valor  of  some  hero 
in  the  family  finds  Mr.  Hale’s  reference  to  Irish  Pride  true  and 
justified.  It  must  never  be  forgotten  that  long  before  America  was 
thought  of,  this  little  kingdom  bowed  its  head  to  no  nation.  Recalling 
Maguire’s  comparison  as  stated  in  the  opening  paragraph  we  find 
this  Irishman  again  justified.  Today  Ireland’s  contribution  to  art, 
literature,  music  and  history  is  being  unearthed.  We  have  our 
Deirdre  with  the  Saxon  Beowulf  and  Mr.  Hale  would  write  differently 
in  his  understanding  of  this  silence  and  indistinct  dream  were  he 
living. 


Saint  Gertrude’s  Church 
Fierres,  County  Kerry,  Ireland 

Photo  by  Rose  Alice  Burns 
June  23,  1932 


17 


Town  of  Gardner,  Massachusetts 
CHURCH  RECORDS 

It  is  time  now  to  go  back  to  Fr.  Gibson’s  records.  He  was  pastor 
of  Christ’s  Church,  Worcester  and  lived  there  when  Mr.  Hale  resid¬ 
ed  in  Worcester,  1845  — 1856,  and  had  stations  throughout  this 
vicinity.  Some  records  are  at  St.  John’s  Church,  Worcester  and 
others  at  St.  Bernard’s,  Fitchburg.  Each  record,  for  birth  or  baptism 
gives  the  date  of  performance,  the  date  of  birth,  the  child’s  name, 
parents  and  sponsors;  and  in  marriage  records,  one  finds  the  parties 
concerned  and  the  witnesses.  The  records  are  in  Latin.  Usually  the 
town  is  given,  tho  many  times  the  ceremony  did  not  take  place  in  that 
town,  but  the  town  signified  the  place  of  residence  of  the  party. 

Father  Mathew  W.  Gibson  is  Spoken  of  in  Fr.  Coyle’s  History  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  Springfield  Diocese  as  “an  English  priest  of 
remarkable  parts”,  “a  marvel  of  energy,”  born  in  Hexham,  the  shire- 
town  of  Northumberland,  May  15,1817.  At  eleven  he  entered  Ushan 
College,  which  had  been  built  by  his  great  uncle,  the  Bishop  of  the 
Northern  District.  He  came  to  America  and  resumed  his  studies  at 
St.  Mary’s  College,  Emmittsburg,  Md.  Here  he  remained  until  May  5, 
1834  when  Cardinal  Weld  called  him  to  Rome  to  the  famous  College 
of  the  Propaganda.  He  returned  in  1841  and  after  ordination  went 
into  the  Alleghany  mountains.  In  1844  he  withdrew  to  the  Jesuit 
Novitiate  at  Frederick  and  was  sent  to  Holy  Cross  College  and  was 
laboring  there  in  1845  when  Bishop  Fenwick  made  him  pastor  of  the 
Catholics  in  Worcester.  His  records  are  at  Worcester  (in  the  County 
book)  and  at  Fitchburg,  after  1848. 

Though  his  records  give  data  of  Gardner  residents  under  Jonesville 
(Otter  River)  or  Templeton,  Fitchburg  and  Worcester,  the  first  men¬ 
tion  of  Gardner  (Pail  Village)  in  the  Worcester  records,  is  the  birth 
of  the  twins  of  Irish  parents,  Thomas  and  William  Lynch,  sons  of 
Thomas  Lynch  and  Catherine  O’Donnel,  sponsored  by  William 
O’Donnel  and  Joanna  Barnes  and  Michael  Murray  and  Catherine 
Doyle,  bom  Feb.  24, 1852  and  baptized  Feb.  29, 1853.  This  probably 
took  place  in  the  O’Donnel  home  on  Templeton  Road. 

The  first  Gardner  record  at  Fitchburg,  was  the  marriage  record  on 
Oct.  23, 1852  of  Michael  Murray  and  Catherine  Murray  witnessed  by 
Thomas  Carroll  and  Hanora  Murray. 

It  is  interesting  that  the  second  notation  given  under  Gardner  was 
at  the  marriage  on  Christmas  Day,  1852  of  Patrick  Carroll  and 
Joanna  Shea  witnessed  by  Michael  Murray  and  Ellen  Kelley.  These 
records  are  in  Fitchburg.  The  marriage  probably  took  place  there 
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and  these  four  residents  may  have  heard  holy  mass  on  that  Christmas 
Day 

The  first  Catholic  church  was  built  in  Fitchburg  in  1847  of  lumber 
from  railroad  shanties  and  was  dedicated  by  Fr.  Gibson.  This 
“Shanty  Cathedral”  was  the  first  home  of  the  Worcester  mission  and 
served  the  early  Gardner  Catholics.  Fitchburg  became  a  parish  in 
1856  and  Gardner  was  one  of  its  missions. 

Other  interesting  local  records  are:  on  Oct.  26,  1845  Fr.  Gibson 
baptized  Ellen  Sullivan,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Abby  Sullivan, 
witnessed  by  Tim  McCarty  and  Ellen  Sullivan  in  Westminster. 
On  Oct.  29,  1845  he  baptized  Michael  Dempsey,  son  of  Michael 
Dempsey  and  Ellen  Connell,  in  So.  Royalston.  Not  much  immagina- 
tion  is  required  to  see  him  traveling  over  the  old  turnpike  from 
Westminster  to  Royalston  and  one  may  be  assured  that  any  need  along 
the  way  was  attended  to.  The  following  itinerary  was  found  in  the 
Worcester  record  and  speaks  for  the  mid-winter  work  in  1853.  On  Jan. 
2nd  Leicester  and  North  Boro,  on  the  4th,  Barre,  on  the  8th,  W. 
Boylston,  on  the  9th,  Leominster,  Mason,  and  Athol,  on  the  16th, 
Townsend,  on  the  17th,  West  Boylston,  and  Clapsville,  on  the  24th, 
Westminster,  on  the  25th,  W.  Boro,  on  the  30th,  Jonesville,  Winchen- 
don,  Hubbardston,  Templeton.  These  visits  are  recorded  under  the 
Baptismal  record.  In  Fitchburg  record  we  find  additional  dates  for 
that  month. 

In  Royalston  History  we  find  “Fr.  Gibson  reported  300  railroad 
men  at  So.  Royalston  in  1846  (the  most  of  whom  were  Catholics).” 
The  Worcester  record  shows  “400  railroad  men”  in  Ashburnham  sta¬ 
tion  in  1846;  “200  Catholic-railroad  men”  in  Athol.  Ashburnham  His¬ 
tory  says,  “the  charter  of  the  V.  &  M.  is  dated  Mar.  15, 1844  but  road 
was  graded  to  So.  Ashburnham  in  the  summer  and  autumn  preced¬ 
ing.”  These  workmen  were  Irish  Laborers. 

The  Fitchburg  record  says  “In  the  year  1845  there  were  two  Roman 
Catholics  residing  in  Fitchburg.”  “Those  here  the  year  before  (1844) 
must  have  gone  on  with  the  road,”  says  Fr.  Coyle. 

The  following  is  taken  from  his  Fitchburg  record: 

Year,  1851.  Missions  attended  by  me  during  this  year. 


Leominster  number  of  Catholics  50 

Townsend  ”  ”  50 

Grafton  ”  ”  100 

Shirly  ”  ”  50 

Sterling  ”  ”  50 
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Ashburnham  number  of 

Catholics 

50 

Winchendon  ” 

” 

150 

Jonesville 

” 

150 

Athol 

” 

50 

Princeton 

” 

20 

Westminster  ” 

” 

20 

Fitchburg  ” 

” 

800 

Total 

1540 

M.  W.  Gibson,  Pastor 

As  mentioned  before,  Fr.  Fitton  had  a  station  in  Otter  River  in 
1837.  The  150  recorded  by  Fr.  Gibson  included  the  Gardner  Ca¬ 
tholics. 

The  opening  of  the  Cheshire  Railroad  in  1848  brought  in  the  town 
several  Irish  families,  writes  Rev.  A.  P.  Marvin  in  his  history  of 
Winchendon. 

GARDNER  VITAL  STATISTICS  TO  1850 

Before  we  begin  to  examine  the  make-up  of  the  little  Gardner 
colony  we  must  inspect  one  other  record  —  the  Gardner  Vital  Statistics 
previous  to  1850.  On  Sept.  7,  1846  John  Mullaney  son  of  Francis 
(a  hostler)  and  Sarah  Prescott  Mullaney  give  evidence  of  an  Irish 
father.  The  mother  was  born  Feb.  28,  1827  the  second  child  of 
Bushrod  W.  Prescott  and  Melinda  Wesival.  This  record  is  given  in 
Herrick’s  Genealogy.  We  might  class  John  the  second  child  born 
in  Gardner  of  an  Irish  father  if  Francis  Mullaney’s  record  should  be 
traced.  The  writer  has  been  unable  to  do  this. 

In  1847  we  have  the  birth  of  eight  children  all  bom  of  Irish  parents 
who  were  railroad  laborers,  the  Ashburnham  group  doubtlessly.  Only 
one  of  these  families  remained  in  Gardner  —  that  of  Bartholomew  and 
Margaret  Hennegan. 

Bartholomew  Hennegan  was  bom  in  Ireland  May  7,  1797  the  son 
of  Patrick  and  Mary  Hennegan.  He  married  Margaret  Flynn  the 
daughter  of  Daniel  Flynn.  Mr.  Hennegan  lived  in  Gardner  at  least 
thirty-five  years  from  1849,  to  1882  when  he  died  at  the  age  of  75  yrs. 
5  mos.  16  da.  (G.  V.  S.)  Mrs.  Hennegan  died  Oct.  21, 1889  at  the  age 
of  74  yrs.  A  daughter  Mary  Ann  was  bom  Aug.  12,  1847.  (G.  V.  S.) 
A  son  Bartlett  was  born  Nov.  3,  1849.  (G.  V.  S.)  They  first  lived  in  a 
shanty  near  the  Elm  Street  bridge.  In  1859  tax  list  he  is  taxed  for 
two  houses  valued  at  $600.  and  a  cow  at  $35.  total  valuation  $635. 
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paying  a  tax  of  $6.58.  These  houses  were  built  on  So.  Main  St.  or 
the  W.  W.  Fitzsimmons  property;  one  house  is  still  standing. 


The 

following 

is  the  list  of  the  other  children  born  in  1847. 

Mar. 

27,  1847 

Catherine 

d.  of  Jeremiah  &  Mary  Hartnett 

June 

17,  1847 

s.  of  John  &  Fanny  Kinin 

July 

4,  1847 

s.  of  M.  &  Mary  Garvey 

Aug. 

10,  1847 

d.  of  Daniel  &  Betsey  Foley 

Aug. 

26,  1847 

d.  of  Orin  &  Ann  Sullivan 

Sept. 

1,  1847 

d.  of  J.  S.  &  B.  T.  O’Humel 

July 

7,  1847 

Mary  Ann 

d.  of  Jerry  2d  &  Mary  A  — 

Jan. 

25,  1848 

- Jerry 

s.  of  Jerry  &  Joanna  Sullivan. 

The  only  one  of  these  names  found  on  later  Gardner  records  is  that 
of  Jeremiah  Hartnett;  but  this  Hartnett’s  marriage  took  place  (as 
found  in  Fr.  Gibson’s  records)  on  Oct.  28,  1854  tho  the  intention  is 
given  in  G.  V.  S.  on  Aug.  27,  1858.  There  is  no  evidence  of  a  rela¬ 
tionship. 

This  group  evidently  moved  on  with  the  railroad  construction. 

THE  CARROLL  — MURRAY  FAMILIES 

On  Aug.  1, 1849  we  find  the  birth  of  John,  the  son  of  John  (laborer) 
and  Margaret  (Carroll)  Murray.  (G.  V.  S.)  Father  Gibson’s  record 
at  Fitchburg  gives  this  baptismal  record;  “Sept.  9,  Egobapt:  Iovanis 
nat.  29th  Aug.  fil.  Ioanis  Murray  (Mooney)  and  Margaretam  Carroll 
conj.;  sp.  Thomas  Carroll  and  Catherina  Joyce.  M.  W.  Gibson.” 
This  is  the  earliest  record  of  this  Carroll  —  Murray  family.  They 
came  from  County  Waterford,  Ireland.  There  were  four  Carroll  men 
and  two  Carroll  women  with  their  parents  here  in  this  town  before 
1853.  Michael  Carroll  Senior  died  in  Gardner  Aug.  2,  1857  at  the  age 
of  80  years.  Mary,  the  wife  of  Michael,  died  Sept.  4,  1861  at  the  age 
of  73  years.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Morris  and  Margaret  Conners 
of  County  Waterford,  Ireland.  They  are  both  buried  in  St.  Bernard’s 
Cemetery,  Fitchburg.  All  six  children  were  married.  Margaret,  the 
oldest  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  (born  in  1811),  was  married  in 
Ireland  to  John  Murray.  Two  children,  Ellen  born  about  1845  and 
Michael  born  about  1847,  were  bom  in  Ireland  and  the  afore  men¬ 
tioned  John  bom  in  Gardner  1849.  This  places  the  date  of  immigra¬ 
tion  before  1849.  About  this  time  the  oldest  son  of  Michael  and  Mary 
Carroll,  Maurice,  born  1816,  married  Ellen  Murray.  A  child,  Ellen, 
died  Jan.  14,  1858  age  7  yrs.  8  mos.  1  da.  (G.  V.  S.)  This  birth  was 
May  13,  1850.  No  record  of  this  marriage  was  found  but  the  birth 


21 


Town  of  Gardner ,  Massachusetts 

of  a  second  child  Michael  was  found  in  G.  V.  S.  as  Sept.  18,  1851. 
Maurice  married  Joanna  Conway  on  June  25,  1854  in  a  second 
marriage. 

The  next  oldest  child  of  Michael  and  Mary  Carroll,  John,  born 
June  23,  1852  (G.  V.S.)  places  that  date  probably  at  1851.  Patrick, 
the  youngest  son  of  Michael  and  Mary  Carroll  (b.  1824)  married 
Joanna  Shea  for  his  first  wife  Dec.  1852.  The  marriage  was  perform¬ 
ed  by  Fr.  Gibson  and  witnessed  by  Michael  Murray  and  Ellen  Kelly. 

Thomas  (B.  1823)  reputed  to  be  here  in  1845  (Fr.  Coyle’s  History) 
and  a  sponsor  at  the  1849  baptism,  married  Hanora  Murray  Oct.  23, 
1852  on  the  same  day  that  Hanora ’s  sister  Catherine  Murray  married 
Michael  Murray  2nd.  (no  relation  to  the  Murray  family  of  whom  two 
men  and  two  women  married  into  the  family  of  Michael  and  Mary 
Carroll.) 

Michael  (B.  1821)  son  of  Michael  and  Mary  Carroll  married  Julia 
Sullivan  of  County  Kerry,  Apr.  10  1853,  by  Fr.  Gibson,  witnesses 
Pat  Carroll  and  Marie  Sullivan. 

Bridget,  the  second  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  Carroll  and 
older  than  the  brothers  (B.  1815),  married  Michael  Murray,  the 
fourth  of  the  Murray  family  on  Aug.  10, 1853,  the  marriage  witnessed 
by  Tom  Carroll  and  Hanora  Murray. 

These  five  Murrays,  Hanora  (B.  1810),  Michael  (B.  1811),  Ellen 
(B.  1814),  John  (B.  1815)  and  Catherine  (B.  1816)  were  the 
children  of  Michael  and  Ellen  (Forrest)  Murray  of  County  Water¬ 
ford,  Ireland. 

An  estimate  of  the  issue  of  these  two  County  Waterford  couples 
in  Gardner  is  75. 


THE  IRISH  LABORER 

It  is  apparent  that  the  great  success  of  our  American  railroad  is  in 
no  small  measure  due  to  the  Irish  laborer.  The  qualities  described 
as  his  in  the  opening  paragraph  of  this  paper  made  him  capable  of 
doing  the  work.  Men  like  Mr.  Hale  advised  the  native-born  to 
welcome  this  immigrant  “the  untaught  and  wretched  Irish  Celt”, 
“wreck  of  so  many  centuries  of  retreat”,  “absorb  them  into  our  own 
society”,  and  “make  of  them  what  we  can”,  he  says.  “They  are,  at 
this  moment,  useless  in  the  world,  except,  as  Mr.  Emerson  has  said,  for 
the  guano  that  is  in  it.  There  its  value  cannot  be  counted”.  If  there 
is  one  drop  of  Celtic  blood  in  my  reader’s  veins  it  resents  that  attitude. 
When  a  man  sincerely  publishes  in  the  daily  paper  such  a  statement 
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to  further  his  plea  to  welcome  a  pioneer  —  just  as  truly  a  pioneer  as 
any  American  hero,  be  he  on  the  New  England  coast,  the  Kentucky  1 
mountains,  the  Western  prairies  or  crossing  the  Rockies,  —  the  pic-  1 
ture  of  the  hardship,  bitterness,  burden,  privations  of  our  Irish 
Gardner  Immigrants  is  before  us.  As  this  picture  stands  before  us, 
let  us  remind  ourselves  that  we  should  curtail  our  judgment  of  the 
1932  immigrant  until  we  have  weighed  his  background  and  present 
struggle.  Let  us  benefit  by  Mr.  Hale’s  mistake. 

The  men  did  work  on  the  railroad,  they  dug  cellars  and  wells,  they 
farmed  the  land  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town ;  while  the  women  became 
the  faithful  servants  of  the  residents.  And  after  fifteen  years  (fewer 
for  many)  59  of  them  served  their  country  by  fighting  on  the  Union 
side  of  the  Civil  War. 

These  men  arose  at  early  hours  and  walked  along  the  track  for  as 
much  as  five  miles  to  the  day’s  work  or  to  a  farm  on  the  outskirts  of 
the  town,  worked  until  dark  and  walked  home  perhaps  to  find  that  the 
village  boys  had  stoned  the  shanty  and  the  mother  and  children  had 
locked  the  door  and  crept  under  the  bed  too  scared  to  breathe.  This 
is  no  fairy  story,  (but  what  actually  happened  to  the  writer’s  own 
great  grandmother,  Ellen  Mountain  Conway,  who  came  here  in  the 
June  of  1851  with  her  daughter,  Mary  Conway  (Vaughn) ,  two  years 
old.  The  shanty  was  built  in  the  southwest  comer  of  the  Conway  land 
on  Pleasant  St.  and  there  on  Apr.  11, 1852  Bridget  Conway  (Murray),  ' 
the  oldest  living  Gardner-born  resident  of  Irish  descent,  was  born. 
While  Timothy  Conway  was  gone  to  dig  the  cellar  or  well,  his  wife 
had  to  face  these  American  ruffians’  insults.  The  shanty  was  a  rude 
hut  —  any  house  not  plastered  was  given  that  name  —  were  Abraham 
Lincoln  born  here  at  that  time  his  log-cabin  would  have  been  a 
“shanty”.  Great  credit  has  come  to  the  “Shanty  Irish”. 

Nor  was  the  Irishman’s  day’s  work  done  when  he  reached  home.  ; 
He  was  building  his  house.  In  our  earliest  tax  record  in  1859  we 
have  64  estates  valued  at  $21,765.  and  taxed  for  $258.93  with  only  j 
six  shanties  listed.  There  is  a  beautiful  story  to  be  found  in  the  land 
court  records  of  that  day.  Notice  the  geographical  position  of  the 
large  group  who  settled  on  Pleasant,  Dublin,  Emerald  and  Main 
Streets.  On  the  north  was  Bancroft  Hill,  on  the  east,  Lynde  Hill 
(now  Peabody),  on  the  west,  Greenwood  Hill  and  on  the  south  the 
Otter  River  with  its  valley  looking  not  very  different  from  what  it 
appears  to  one  who  stands  today  on  Jackson’s  bridge  and  looks  at 
that  beautiful  view.  To  one  whose  home-land  was  noted  for  its 
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“lakes  and  dells”  the  view  at  sunset  from  any  of  these  early  homes 
must  have  brought  contentment. 

Land  was  purchased  from  Howe,  Jackson,  Wright  and  Greenwood 
probably.  First  a  shanty  was  put  up  in  some  cases  but  soon  the  house 
was  built.  The  pictures  taken  by  the  City  assessors  show  many  of 
these  houses  almost  exactly  as  when  they  were  first  built.  A  garden 
was  usually  made  in  the  rear  of  the  lot  and  fruit  trees  were  planted. 
These  men  worked  at  this  building  and  planting  when  time  allowed. 
In  many  cases  the  women  helped.  Their  days  were  filled  and  happy 
for  busy  people  are  happy  people. 

Nor  must  the  picture  of  the  day  be  finished  without  recalling  the 
practice  of  prayer  —  the  family  rosary.  Previous  to  1854  on  Sunday, 
it  was  not  a  bit  unusual  to  walk  to  Fitchburg  to  mass  and  from  then 
on,  to  Otter  River  when  the  priest  was  there.  Gardner  is  named  a 
station  by  Fr.  Gibson  in  his  Worcester  record  of  1854  when  he  says: 
“In  all  the  above  places  I  have  during  the  past  year  held  stations  and 
attended  sick  calls.”  Gardner  was  visited  in  March  1,  Apr.  29,  June 
25,  Oct.  28,  Dec.  31st.  No  record  is  found  where  mass  was  said.  In 
1856  Father  Edward  Turpin  who  had  assisted  Fr.  Gibson  since  April 
1855  became  the  pastor  of  St.  Bernard’s  and  its  missions.  St.  Martin’s 
church  was  built  in  1853  and  dedicated  in  1854.  Fr.  Edward  Turpin 
came  frequently  here  after  the  spring  of  1855.  His  Brother  Father 
Henry  Turpin  said  mass  every  fortnight  at  Otter  River  from  February 
to  June  1857.  It  is  said  that  Father  Edward  Turpin  (after  he  became 
pastor  in  1856)  said  mass  out-of-doors  in  the  grove  off  Baker  Lane 
north  of  Greenwood  Hill.  The  story  is  told  that  the  candles  did  not 
blow  out  during  the  whole  open  air  service.  Candle  sticks  were 
furnished  by  the  women.  At  other  times  mass  was  said  in  the  homes 
of  Patrick  Carney,  William  Lane  and  Michael  Goggin  on  Pleasant 
Street  while  children  were  baptized  at  the  home  of  John  Tighe  on 
Union  Street. 

Early  Settlers 

The  writer  notes  that  she  places  here  only  names  of  those  whose 
records  she  has  seen. 

Settlers  in  Gardner  before  the  end  of  1850  were:  William  and 
Joanna  (Barnes)  O’Donnell,  Martin  and  Bridget  (Tighe)  Harney, 
John  and  Joanna  (Gorman)  Barnes,  Thomas  and  Bridget  (Joyce) 
Barnes,  Maurice  and  Ellen  (Murray)  Carroll,  Thomas  Carroll,  Hanna 
Murray,  Timothy  Conway,  Mary  Mountain,  Mary  Gearan,  Barthol- 
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omew  and  Margaret  (Flynn)  Hennegan,  William  Hogan,  Thomas  and  (i 
Catherine  (O’Donnel)  Lynch,  John  and  Margaret  (Carroll)  Murray,  a 

Settlers  in  surrounding  towns  before  1850  were:  Thomas  and  a 
Maria  (Carey)  Harrington,  Ashburnham;  Michael  and  Catherine  j 
Harrington,  Westminster;  Michael  Carey,  Westminster;  Maria  Lark¬ 
in,  Westminster;  John  Harrington,  Westminster;  Martin  and  Bridget 
(Healy)  Gately,  Westminster;  John  and  Mary  (Barry)  Joyce,  West¬ 
minster;  Catherine  Daley  and  Thomas  Murray,  Westminster;  Martin 
and  Julia  (Noonan)  Healey,  Otter  River;  Patrick  and  Mary  O’Brien, 
Otter  River;  Patrick  and  Mary  Moran,  Otter  River;  Patrick  and 
Catherine  Brimin,  Ashburnham;  John  and  Margaret  Comly,  Ash¬ 
burnham;  Timothy  and  Elizabeth  Crawney,  Ashburnham;  William 
and  Johanna  Haley,  Ashburnham;  Martin  and  Johanna  McCarty, 
Ashburnham;  Michael  and  Mary  Newman,  Ashburnham;  Patrick 
and  Johanna  Sullivan,  Ashburnham;  Thomas  and  Maris  (Boyle) 

M ’Cahill,  Ashburnham;  John  and  Mary  (O’Brien)  Maloney,  Ash¬ 
burnham;  Michael  and  Hannah  (Harty)  Leamy,  Hubbardston; 
Martin  Manning,  Athol. 

Living  here  in  1856  —  in  addition  to  the  1850  list.  Cornelius  and 
Mary  (M’Carty)  Bresnehan,  John  and  Johanna  Bryne,  John  and 
Margaret  (Allen)  Carroll,  Michael  and  Mary  (Connors)  Carroll  Sr.,' 
Michael  and  Julia  (Sullivan)  Carroll,  Patrick  and  Mary  (Flynn)' 
Carroll,  John  and  Elizabeth  (Hurley)  Collins,  John  D.  and  Ann 
(Arm)  Collins,  Michael  and  Bridget  Collins,  Patrick  and  Margaret 
Connell,  Maurice  and  Joanna  (Mountain)  Conway,  Timothy  and 
Ellen  (Mountain)  Conway,  Eliza  Conway,  Ellen  Conway,  Charles 
and  Ellen  (Flynn)  Counihan,  Martin  and  Mary  Ann  (Burke)  Coyle, 
James  and  Mary  Ann  Daley,  Thomas  and  Bridget  Doyle,  Francis  and 
Celie  (Lane)  Flynn,  Hugh  and  Alice  (Hennissey)  Franklin,  George 
Franklin,  David  Franklin,  Thomas  and  Catherine  (Ryan)  Franklin, 
Barney  and  Matilda  Galoon,  Michael  and  Margaret  Gilligan,  Michael 
and  Joanna  (Ledden)  Goggin,  Patrick  and  Miria  (O’Neil)  Goggin 
William  and  Rose  (Murphy)  Gorman,  Patrick  and  Mary  Gorman, 
Michael  and  Catherine  Griffin,  Patrick  and  Bridget  (Ledden  Griffin, 
Jeremiah  and  Joanna  (Daley)  Hartnett,  James  and  Catherine  Harty, 
William  and  Mary  Ann  (Ryan)  Harty,  Timothy  and  Margaret 
(Hancock)  Healy,  John  and  Mary  (Conway)  Henissey,  Tom  and 
Eliza  Joyce,  Patrick  and  Bridget  (Conway)  Kane,  John  and  Bridget  j 
Keenan,  Michael  and  Mary  Ann  Keenan,  William  and  Mary  (Lahey)  j 
Lane,  Catherine  Murphy,  Michael  Lawton,  Michael  and  Hannah 
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(Harty)  Leamy,  Timothy  and  Margaret  (Franklin)  Leamy,  Patrick 
and  Mary  Ledden,  James  and  Catherine  (Driscoll)  Lynch  Jr.,  James 
and  Ellen  (Cummings)  Lynch,  Patrick  and  Johannah  (O’Neil) 

Lynch,  Michael  and -  (Ledden)  Mahanney,  Patrick  and  Mary 

(Murray)  Malone,  Patrick  and  Mary  Maloney,  Owen  and  Bridget 
McCarty,  Patrick  M ’Donald,  Thomas  and  Johannah  Moore,  William 
and  Ellen  (Hurley)  Mountain,  Hugh  and  Ellen  (O’Grady)  Mulcahy, 
Thomas  Mulcahy,  Michael  Mulcahy,  Michael  and  Catherine  (Mur¬ 
ray)  Murray,  Michael  and  Bridget  (Carroll)  Murray,  Cornelius  and 
Mary  (Sullivan)  O’Connell,  Patrick  and  Margaret  O’Connell,  Michael 
and  Hanora  (Lane)  O’Donnell,  Michael  and  Mary  (Lynch)  O’Neil, 
Michael  and  Catherine  Portlanee,  Michael  and  Mary  (Gearan)  Quirk, 
Patrick  and  Margaret  Ryan,  John  and  Catherine  (Hare)  Shay, 
Thomas  and  Johannah  (Allen)  Smith. 

These  two  lists  total  about  125  men  and  women,  a  large  portion  of 
whom  probably  attended  the  open  air  mass  of  1856. 

Irish  Immigrants  on  The  Tax  List 

The  tax  list  ending  Mar.  5,  1859  insures  us  of  101  men  living  here 
before  Mar.  1858,  every  one  of  whom  were  born  in  Ireland. 


Irish  Immigrants  on  1859  Tax  List 


Valuation 


Catholic 

Name 


Tax  Poll  Tax 


125 

500 

300 

380 

400 

290 

400 


Barnes,  Thomas 
Barnes,  John 
Cody,  James 
Carroll,  Tom 
Cronin,  Darby 
Coyle,  Martin 
Carroll,  Pat 
Connors,  T. 
Connors,  P 
Carney,  Pat 
Conway,  Tim 
Collins,  John 
Counihan,  Charles 
Collins,  John  D. 
Carroll,  Maurice 
Carroll,  John 
Conway,  Maurice 


2.50 

5.50 
3.90 
4.54 
4.70 
3.82 
4.70 


1.50 


354 

710 

358 

200 

150 

308 

275 

275 


4.33 

7.18 

4.36 

3.10 

2.70 
3.96 

3.70 
3.70 


1.50 
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Valuation 

Name 

Tax 

Poll  Tax 

75 

Commons,  William 

2.10 

Connell,  Cornelius 

1.50 

150 

Collins,  Michael 

2.70 

Carey,  Thom. 

1.50 

159 

Connell,  Patrick 

2.77 

Connell,  John 

1.50 

Downes,  Peter 

1.50 

255 

Dolan,  Peter 

3.54 

250 

Donnalon,  Martin 

2.00 

Daley,  Tim 

1.50 

Doyles,  Tom 

1.50 

Driscoll,  Dan 

1.50 

205 

Delay,  Lawrence 

3.14 

266 

Doherty,  T.  J. 

3.63 

Franklin,  Geo. 

1.50 

Franklin,  Tom 

1.50 

Franklin,  Hugh 

1.50 

250 

Fihily,  Tom 

3.50 

200 

Flynn,  F.  Francis 

3.10 

500 

Goggin,  Michael 

5.50 

Griffin,  Pat 

1.50 

325 

Griffin,  Michael 

4.10 

300 

Goggin,  Patrick 

3.90 

635 

Hennegan,  Bart 

6.58 

Hayes,  John 

1.50 

254 

Haley,  Tim 

3.53 

110 

Holland,  John 

2.38 

75 

Hayes,  Pat. 

2.22 

200 

Hennissey,  John 

3.10 

Hogan,  John 

1.50 

Hogan,  James 

1.50 

Hurley,  John 

1.50 

120 

Harty,  Wm. 

2.46 

555 

Joyce,  Tom 

5.94 

725 

Keenan,  Michael 

7.30 

250 

Kane,  Pat. 

3.50 

1290 

Leamy,  Michael 

11.82 

200 

Leyden,  Patrick 

3.10 

300 

Leyden,  Daniel 

3.90 

Town  of  Gardner,  Massachusetts 


Valuation 

Name 

Tax 

Poll  Tax 

Leyden,  Wm. 

1.50 

Lawton,  Michael 

1.50 

300 

Lynch,  John 

3.90 

500 

Lane,  William 

5.50 

Leyden,  John 

1.50 

50 

Lynch,  Pat. 

1.90 

150 

Lynch,  James 

2.70 

648 

Lynch,  Tom 

6.68 

M ’Donald,  Pat. 

1.50 

Maloney,  John 

1.50 

Muzzy,  James 

1.50 

Moore,  Tom 

1.50 

412 

Mulcahy,  Hugh 

4.80 

Maloney,  Pat 

1.50 

300 

Murray,  John  2d 

3.90 

350 

Mahanney,  Michael 

4.30 

375 

Mountain,  Wm. 

4.50 

250 

Murray,  Dennis 

3.50 

Mountain,  John 

1.50 

300 

Murray,  Michael 

3.90 

Minich,  Patrick 

1.50 

233 

Malone,  Patrick 

2.36 

Murphy,  Michael 

1.50 

100 

M’Carty,  Owen 

2.30 

250 

Murray,  John 

3.50 

200 

Murphy,  John 

3.10 

250 

Murray,  Michael  2d 

3.50 

Manning,  Pat 

1.50 

O’Connell,  Pat 

1.50 

200 

O’Neil,  Michael 

3.10 

240 

O’Daniel,  Michael 

3.42 

480 

O’Daniel,  Wm. 

5.34 

213 

O’Brien,  John 

3.20 

8 

O’Brien,  Barney 

1.56 

523 

Quirk,  Michael 

5.68 

150 

Reagan,  John 

2.70 

500 

Reagan,  Daniel 

5.50 

Tighe,  John 

1.50 
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Valuation 

Name 

Tax 

PoU  Tax 

Smeedey,  Morris 

150  i 

35 

Shay,  John 

1.78 

Non-resident  List 

275 

Keenan,  John 

2.20 

1762 

Non-Catholic 

21.59 

140 

Balentine,  James 

2.62 

102 

Galoon,  Barney 

2.32 

1755 

Hogan,  William 

17.04 

15060 

Hogan  &  Co. 

120.48 

It  is  here  regretted  that  data  of  Irish  non-catholics  has  been  s< 

vague.  The  Vital  Statistics,  Herrick  and  Glazier  histories  and  tax 
lists  have  given  us  only  what  is  quoted. 

County  Representations 

An  interesting  observation  was  the  county  representation.  Water 
ford  led  with  48  adults,  Cork  had  25,  Kerry  17,  Limerick  18,  Roscom 
mon  9,  Cavan  4,  Athlone  2,  Tipperary  1,  Sligo  1,  Clare  County  1 
Derry  1.  These  lists  are  not  as  complete  as  they  would  have  been  i 
the  city  records  had  included  the  county  in  the  place  of  birth.  Most  o 
the  early  records  simply  give  Ireland. 

Waterford 

John  Barnes 
James  Barnes 
Tom  Barnes 
John  Carroll 

Margaret  Allan  Carroll  (Mrs.  John) 

Maurice  Carroll 

Ellen  Murray  Carroll  (Mrs.  Maurice) 

Joanna  Conway  Carroll  (Mrs.  Maurice) 

Michael  Carroll,  Sr. 

Mary  Connor  Carroll  (Mrs.  Michael,  Sr.) 

Michael  Carroll,  Jr. 

Thomas  Carroll 

Honora  Murray  Carroll  (Mrs.  Thomas) 

Patrick  Carroll 
Maurice  Conway 
Joanna  Mountain  Conway 
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Timothy  Conway 

Ellen  Mountain  Conway 

Mary  Anne  Burke  Coyle  (Mrs.  Martin  Coyle) 

Bridget  Doyles  (Mrs.  Thomas) 

Marie  O’Neil  Goggin  (Mrs.  Patrick) 

Michael  Griffin 
Pat  Griffin 

Mary  Conway  Hennissey  (Mrs.  John) 

Eliza  Conway  Hogan  Sheehan 
Ellen  Conway  Hogan  (Mrs.  John) 

Pat  Kane 

Bridget  Conway  Kane  (Mrs.  Patrick) 

Mary  Ledden  (Mrs.  Patrick) 

Mary  Conway  Ledden  (Mrs.  William) 

John  McCarty 

Ellen  Conway  McCarty  (Mrs.  John) 

William  Mountain 
Michael  Murphy 

Margaret  Griffin  Murphy  (Mrs.  Michael) 
John  Murray 

Margaret  Carroll  Murray  (Mrs.  John) 

Michael  Murray,  2nd. 

Catherine  Murray  Murray  (Mrs.  Michael) 

Michael  Murray 

Bridget  Carroll 

William  O’Donnell 

Michael  O’Donnell 

Joanna  Barnes  O’Donnell  (Mrs.  William) 
Tom  Smith 

Johannah  Ellen  Smith  (Mrs.  Thomas) 
William  and  Ellen  Landus 
Tyrone 

James  Ballentin 
Mrs.  James  (Ann)  Ballentin 
Roscommon 
Tom  Carey 

Mary  Carey  (Mrs.  Thomas) 

James  Daley 

Mary  Anne  Daley  (Mrs.  James) 

Mary  Maloney  (Mrs.  Patrick) 
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Margaret  Coyle  Murray 
Martin  Coyle 
John  Tighe 

Elizabeth  Allen  Tighe  (Mrs.  John) 

Limerick 

Ann  Connor  (Mrs.  Patrick) 

Hugh  Franklin 

Alice  Hennissey  Franklin  (Mrs.  Hugh) 
George  Franklin 
Tom  Franklin 
William  Harty 

Mary  Anne  Harty  (Mrs.  William) 

John  Hayes 

Margaret  Hayes  (Mrs.  John) 

John  Holland 
Michael  Leamy 
Patrick  Maloney 
Tom  Moore 

Johannah  Moore  (Mrs.  Thomas) 

Limerick 

Tom  Mulcahy 

Mary  McNamara  Mulcahy  (Mrs.  Thomas) 
John  Murray 

Catherine  Hare  Shay  (Mrs.  John) 

Cork 

Joanna  Gorman  Barnes 
John  Collins 

Elizabeth  Hurley  Collins  (Mrs.  John) 

Tom  Doyle 
Daniel  Driscoll 

Margaret  Driscoll  (Mrs.  Daniel) 

Catherine  Griffin  (Mrs.  Michael) 

Bridget  Ledden  Griffin  (Mrs.  Patrick) 
Mary  Holland  (Mrs.  John) 

Michael  Lawton 
Catherine  Murphy  Lawton 
Daniel  Leyden 
John  Leyden 

Joanna  Connors  Ledden  (Mrs.  John) 

Pat  Ledden 
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William  Ledden 
John  Lynch 
Catherine  Lynch 
Tom  Lynch 
Pat  Lynch 

Johannah  O'Neil  Lynch  (Mrs.  Patrick) 

Ellen  Hurley  Mountain  (Mrs.  John) 

Patrick  O’Connell 
Michael  O’Neil 

Mary  Lynch  O’Neil  (Mrs.  Michael) 

Kerry 

Mary  McCarty  Bresnehan 

Julia  Sullivan  Carroll  (Mrs.  Michael) 

Mary  Flynn  Carroll  (Mrs.  Patrick) 

Patrick  Connor 
Charles  Counihan 

Ellen  Flynn  Counihan  (Mrs.  Charles) 

Darby  Cronin 
Mary  Quirk  Cronin 
Jerry  Gearan 
Bridget  Gearan 
Timothy  Healy 

Margaret  Healy  (Mrs.  Timothy) 

Mrs.  Ellen  Healy 

Margaret  O’Connell  (Mrs.  Patrick) 

Michael  Quirk 
Mary  Gearan  Quirk 
John  Shay 
Thomas  Bresnehan 
Mary  Healey 
Athlone 

Martin  Coyle 
Tipperary 

Hannah  Harty  Leamy  (Mrs.  Michael) 
Coroboy 

Mrs.  Manning 
Sligo 

Julia  Agnes  Donahue  Carney  (Mrs.  Henry) 
Cavan 

Peter  Dolan 
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Mary  Dolan  (Mrs.  Peter) 

John  Keenan 
Michael  Keenan 
Derry 

Bridget  Keenan  (Mrs.  John) 

Clare  County 

Henry  Carney 
Thomas  Carney 
Patrick  Carney 

Most  of  these  (people  worked  on  the  railroad  or  in  the  shops.  Th 
women  worked  in  homes  of  Gardner  residents.  Many  served  foi 
many  years  in  the  same  family.  There  was  quite  a  “seating”  busine 
carried  on  in  the  homes.  Most  interesting  tales  are  told  of  how  th 
smart  boy  got  out  of  doing  his  “stint”. 


Otter  River  Records 


In  1864  a  resident  pastor  was  sent  to  St.  Martin’s  Otter  Rivei 
This  was  Fr.  T.  H.  Bannon. 

On  Jan.  9,  1864  Rev.  Fr.  T.  H.  Bannon  baptized  Thomas  Franci 
B.  Jan.  3,  son  of  Timothy  Garner  and  Ann  Curran.  Sponsors  Joh 
Laffin  and  Mary  M’Demott.  This  is  his  first  baptism  record.  Oi 
Jan.  17  was  the  first  Gardner  baptism  —  Julia  B.,  the  11th,  of  Michae 
Franklin  and  Claria  Bobs;  Sponsors  Wm.  Connors  and  Kate  Connor 
On  Nov.  26,  1864  there  is  the  first  marriage  record  of  Gardner  resi 
dents — “I  married  Thomas  Glasheen  and  Hanora  Cronin.  T.  H 
Bannon.” 

On  May  11,  1867  Rev.  Fr.  William  Orr  was  appointed  to  Otte 
River.  Later  Fr.  Orr  was  a  well-known  pastor  in  Cambridge. 

His  first  Gardner  baptismal  record  is: 

Mary  Hall  13th  June. 

I  baptized  Mary  b.  at  Gardner  d.  of  Patrick  Hall  and  Julia  O’Brien 
sponsors  John  Hall  and  Margaret  O’Brien. 


Wm.  Orr 


His  first  year’s  report  follows:  (1867) 

Total  number  of  baptisms  from  the  date  of  my  appointment  lit 
May  to  31st  December  were  from  each  township  as  follows: 


Gardner  19 
Templeton  14 
Athol  6 

Royalston  3 


Ashburnham  16 

Winchendon  14 

Hubbardston  3 

Westminster  2 


Town  of  Gardner,  Massachusetts 
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Phillipston  1 


Towns  in  Franklin  County  3 
In  all  81 


Wm.  Orr 


His  second  year’s  report.  (1868) 

Baptism  from  Jan.  1st.  to  Dec.  31st.  were  from  each  Township  as 
ollows: 


Winchendon 

35 

Gardner 

31 

Templeton 

31 

Athol 

17 

Ashburnham 

17 

Royalston 

3 

Petersham 

3 

Phillipston 

2 

Hubbardston 

2 

Westminster 

2 

Princeton 

2 

Towns  in  Franklin  County  2 

Throughout  the  Mission  147 

Wm.  Orr 


1868.  Princeton  very  likely  belongs  to  the  priest  in  charge  of  the 
Church  at  Holden.  It  is  not  yet  settled  officially.  The  Towns  in 
Franklin  County  formerly  attached  to  this  mission  are  now  under  the 
charge  of  the  priest  at  Greenfield. 

1855 

The  following  persons  were  confirmed  in  St.  Martin’s  Church. 


Jonesville,  Templeton  Town,  on  St 
by  Right  Reverend  John  Bernard 
Richard  Augustus  Delahunty 
Edward  Jeremiahas  Heames 
John  Bernard  Cochlin 
Thomas  Martin  Morrissey 
Patrick  Martin  FitzmaUrice 
Dennis  Michael  Dacey 
Moses  Bernard  Carpenter 
John  Augustus  Connel 
Edward  Martin  O’Brien 
Michael  Thomas  O’Donnel 
Daniel  Martin  Crow 
James  Bernard  Kelley 
John  William  McCormick 
Hugh  John  Donnely 
Lewis  Edward  Carpenter 
Thomas  William  Hearne 


day,  the  11th  of  February,  1855, 
itzpatrick,  Bishop  of  Boston. 
Emelia  Lucia  Gamel 
Henry  Augustus  Clinton 
Joseph  Lawrence  Gamel 
Joseph  Augustine  Delahanty 
Thomas  Thomas  Glasheen 
Michael  Martin  Welsh 
Margaret  Mary  Reed 
Mary  Margaret  Conlori 
Catherine  Josephine  Kelley 
Anne  Mary  Reed 
Catherine  Mary  Canary 
Mary  Julia  Dacey 
Mary  Magdalen  Welsh 
Anne  Elizabeth  Hogan 
Elizabeth  Bridget  Conlon 
Anne  Bridget  McGovern 
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Henry  Martin  Gleason  Catherine  Martina  Glennon  j 

William  Bernard  Delahunty  Winifreda  Lucia  Ryan  1 

Total  number  confirmed  on  this  occasion  was  43  —  rest  of  1 
names  are  lost. 

M.  W.  Gibson,  Pastor.  \ 

On  August  26,  1855,  59  were  confirmed  in  Athol.  J 

On  the  twelfth  of  September,  1852,  The  Frame  Church  of  ! 
Bernard  was  dedicated  to  service  of  Almighty  God  by  Right  Re 
erend  John  Bernard  Fitzpatrick,  Bishop  of  Boston.  It  is  the  fii 
church  ever  erected  in  this  town,  nearest  churches  being  in  Manch< 
ter,  New  Hampshire,  Saxonville,  Worcester,  North  Hampton,  Mas 
achusetts  and  Burlington,  Vermont.  In  the  year  1845  there  were  t\ 
Roman  Catholics  residing  in  Fitchburg.  Now  they  number  near 
one  thousand.  There  were  53  confirmed  —  29  girls,  24  boys.  j 

M.  W.  Gibson ,  Pastor.  I 

In  1854  St.  Martin’s,  Jonesville  or  North  Templeton  number 
1,000  souls.  Fitchburg  Record. 

In  1851,  Jonesville  was  given  as  150  in  the  Fitchburg  Record. 

Fr.  Gibson. 

Civil  War  Records 


The  next  interesting  contribution  of  this  group  was  given  by  thos 
joining  the  Union  Army  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  The  followin 
are  taken  from  Herrick’s  History.  Those  starred  are  known  to  hav 
lived  in  Gardner.  Names  found  on  the  “Nine  Month  Men  Mustere 
Into  Service”  from  Gardner  and  “The  Enlisted  Men”  follow. 

Then  there  is  a  list  “Subject-to-call”  in  1864.  This  Gardner  1 
had  461  names  on  the  record  found  in  the  State  House.  Forty-seve 
of  these  were  of  Irish  birth.  There  were  64  Irish  immigrants  wh< 
fought  in  the  Civil  War.  James  R.  Hogan,  Martin  Manning,  Micha( 
Murray,  Patrick  McNamara  and  William  Smith  lost  their  lives.  Mos 
of  them  joined  the  53rd.  regt.,  Company  G.  and  the  story  of  that  powi 
erful  unit  is  the  story  of  your  Gardner  immigrants. 

Civil  War  Records 


Name 

Age 

mustering 

in 

Reg. 

Co.  Discharge 

M 

D 

Y 

W  D  Y 

♦Byron,  John  A. 

18 

10 

17 

62 

53 

G  9  2  63 

♦Barnes,  Charles  H. 

27 

2 

18 

64 

57 

F  7  7  65 

Bohaman,  Michael 

26 

5 

10 

64 

Vet. 

R.C. 

Exp.  of  Ser. 
Ord.  War  Dept. 


Town  of  Gardner ,  Massachusetts 

Date  of  Date  of 


Name 

Age 

mustering 

in 

Reg.  Co.  Discharge 

Reason 

M 

D 

Y 

w 

D 

Y 

Cronin,  Lawrence 

44 

10 

18 

62 

48  I  9 

3 

63 

Exp.  of  Ser. 

Carroll,  Patrick 

31 

10 

17 

62 

53  G  9 

2 

63 

Exp.  of  Ser. 

Commons,  William 

28 

10 

17 

62 

53  G  9 

2 

63 

Exp.  of  Ser. 

Coyle,  Michael 

18 

10 

17 

62 

53  G  9 

2 

63 

Exp.  of  Ser. 

Coyle,  Martin 

39 

10 

12 

61 

25  E  5 

6 

63 

Disability 

'Connor,  Joseph 

33 

1 

12 

64 

56  F  7 

12 

65 

Time  out,  sick 

Carey,  Daniel 

22 

10 

19 

62 

4th  Art 

Reg.  Army 

Dorcey,  James 

32 

1 

29 

64 

1st  H.A.  5 

3 

65 

Time  out 

Downs,  Peter  S. 

33 

10 

17 

62 

53  G  9 

2 

63 

Time  Exp. 

•“Fitzmorris,  Barney 

27 

1 

18 

65 

25  B  7 

13 

65 

Time  out 

Foley,  John 

24 

5 

9 

64 

25  B  7 

13 

65 

Exp.  of  Ser. 

"■Franklin,  George 

44 

10 

17 

62 

53  G  9 

2 

63 

♦Franklin,  Hugh 

40 

10 

17 

62 

53  G  9 

2 

63 

Exp.  of  Ser. 

Galoon,  Barney 

35 

10 

17 

62 

53  G  Deserted 

12  16  62  N.  Y. 

♦Hogan,  John 

27 

8 

10 

64 

28  D  2 

16 

64 

Disability 

Herlihy,  Maurice 

36 

5 

10 

64 

Vet.  R.  C. 

1  25  64 

Harvey,  James 

23 

1 

12 

64 

56  F  Deserted 

♦Hogan,  John 

28 

10 

17 

62 

53  G  9 

2 

63 

Exp.  of  Ser. 

♦Hogan,  James  B.  Cor.  26 

10 

17 

62 

S3  G  Died  5 

20 

i  63  Breshen 
City,  La. 

Kelley,  Patrick 

22 

5 

9 

64 

Vet.  R.C. 

R.  A. 

Keefe,  Martin 

31 

8 

1 

64 

4th  Art. 

Kenney,  John 

35 

8 

4 

64 

4th  Art. 

Time  out 

♦Keough,  John 

24 

5 

3 

64 

11  H  6 

19 

65 

Time  out 

♦Kane,  James 

23 

8 

12 

63 

Unassigned 

Time  out 

♦Lynch,  James 

32 

10 

17 

62 

53  G  9 

2 

62 

♦Manning,  Martin 

36 

10 

17 

62 

53  G  Died  8 

14  i 

63  at  sea 

Mason,  Joseph  V. 

18 

10 

17 

62 

53  G  9 

2 

63 

Time  out 

♦McDonald,  Hugh 

35 

10 

17 

62 

53  G  9 

2 

63 

Time  out 

♦Murray,  Michael 

24 

9 

13 

61- 

22  G  Killed  t 

>  27 

’  62  Gaines 

Mills,  Va. 

♦Murray,  George 

21 

8 

10 

63 

28  E  5 

23 

65 

Order  Wra  D. 

Morris,  Robert 

20 

8 

10 

63 

28  F 

Died 

McFarland,  Dan  W, 

.  27 

10 

10 

61 

1st  Cav.  9 

11 

62 

Disability 

McCarty,  Edward 

19 

8 

6 

62 

36  K  7 

1 

63 

Trans,  to 

V.R.  C. 

McCann,  John 

25 

8 

5 

64 

Vet.  R.  C. 

McKenny,  John 

38 

5 

10 

64 

Vet.  R.  C. 

♦McNamara,  Patrick 

22 

10 

24 

61 

25  C  Died  5  1  64  Hampton,  Va. 

Murray,  Oscar 

19 

10 

24 

61 

25  C 

McLean,  Patrick 

32 

6 

16 

63 

4th  Art 

Reg  Army 

McNulty,  Michael 

21 

9 

13 

62 

4th  Art 

Reg  Army 

♦Moore,  John  D. 

22 

2 

18 

63 

4th  Art 

Reg  Army 

♦O’Brien,  Owen 

43 

8 

8 

64 

Vet.  R.  C. 

♦O’Brien,  Jeremiah 

34 

12 

28 

64 

24  C  Deserted 

L  12 

28  65 

36 
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Date  of  Date  of 


Name 

Age 

Mustering  in 

Reg.  Co,  Discharge 

Reason 

M 

D 

Y 

w 

D 

Y 

♦O’Hern,  Patrick 

18 

5 

10 

64 

24  C 

Quinton,  Patrick 

34 

5 

10 

64 

Vet.  R.G. 

Reg.  Army 

♦Regan,  Daniel 

34 

5 

3 

64 

3  R.C.  5 

13 

64 

Rejected 

♦Regan,  John  H. 

42 

10 

17 

62 

53  G  9 

2 

63 

Time  out 

♦Regan,  Michael 

21 

9 

13 

61 

22  G  10 

17 

64 

Time  out 

♦Regan,  Michael 

21 

2 

25 

64 

♦Sheehan,  James 

32 

2 

14 

65 

1st  H.A.  10 

20 

65 

Time  out 

♦Smeady,  John 

19 

2 

14 

65 

1st  H.A.  4 

4 

65 

Disability 

♦Sheehan,  James 

34 

7 

28 

63 

4th  Art 

R.  A. 

Sweeney,  Mike 

25 

9 

7 

62 

11th  Inft. 

R.  A. 

Trainer,  John 

40 

7 

29 

64 

Vet.  R.C. 

Vallentine,  Robert  B.  18 

7 

19 

61 

21  G  8 

30 

64 

Time  out 

♦Welch,  James 

Z2 

8 

12 

63 

11  F  Transferred  to  Navy 

Immigrants  Found  on  State  House  Records 


Enlisted  men  —  August  22,  1862 
Town  of  Gardner,  Massachusetts 


Robert  Ballentine 
Martin  Coyle 
Michael  Murray 
Michael  Regan 
Thomas  Smeedy 
John  Tighe 


21st  Regiment 
25th  Regiment 
22nd  Regiment 
22nd  Regiment 
22nd  Regiment 
36th  Regiment 
Signed  by 

Selectmen —  (1862) 

Amasa  Bancroft 
Thorley  Collester 
Jonas  Pierce 
Justice  of  Peace 
Justice  of  Peace 
Thos.  E.  Glazier 
List  of  nine  months  men  mustered  into  service  from  Gardner.  Cap¬ 
tain  Ashley’s  Company,  53d  Regiment. 

Patrick  Carroll  James  Lynch 

George  Franklin  John  Byron 

William  Cummings  John  Dupont 

Barney  Galloon  Joseph  Hogan 

Joseph  Manning  John  H.  Reagan 
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Martin  Coyle  John  Hogan 

Hugh  Franklin 

Signed  by 

Thos.  Collester 
Jonas  Pierce 
Selectmen 

Company  K  —  36th  Regiment  for  three  years 
John  Tighe 

There  were  55  men  on  the  list. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Adjustant  General’s  Office 

Boston,  June  15,  1900 

The  name  of  Martin  Manning  of  Gardner,  age  36,  occupation 
Mechanic,  is  borne  upon  the  Musterout  Roll  of  Company  G  —  53d 
Regiment,  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry.  Captain  John  F. 
Ashley  —  enlisted  on  the  12th  day  of  September,  1862,  and  mustered 
into  service  of  United  States  on  the  17th  day  of  October,  1862,  for 
9  months.  Died  — the  14th  day  of  August  1863  at  sea  on  Steamer 
St.  Mary  of  dropsy. 

Samuel  Dalton, 

Adjutant  General 

LIST  PREPARED  —  SUBJECT  TO  CALL 
1864 


Name 

Age 

Occupation 

Thos.  P.  Carney 

35 

Chairmaker 

Jerry  Casavant 

27 

(Canadian)  turner 

James  Cody 

36 

Laborer 

Maurice  Conway 

42 

Laborer 

Thos.  Carney 

21 

Laborer 

John  Collins 

35 

Laborer 

Thos.  Carroll 

40 

Laborer 

Timothy  Conway 

42 

Laborer 

Patrick  Carroll 

40 

Laborer 

William  Cummings 

30 

Laborer 

John  D.  Collins 

32 

California  tailor 

John  Carroll 

42 

Laborer 

Thomas  Doyle 

35 

Laborer 

Cornelius  Donahue 

40 

Chairmaker 
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Name 

Age 

Occupation 

Daniel  Driscoll 

28 

Chairmaker 

Thomas  Franklin 

44 

Laborer 

Hugh  Franklin 

42 

Laborer 

Michael  Franklin 

32 

Laborer 

Francis  Flynn 

40 

Laborer 

Maurice  Griffin 

29 

Cripple 

Michael  Griffin 

29 

Chairmaker 

Timothy  Dailey 

30 

Tailor 

Thos.  Joyce 

40 

Painter 

Patrick  Kane 

40 

Laborer 

James  Kelley 

19 

John  Lennin 

26 

Laborer 

Daniel  Ledden 

James  Lynch 

33 

Laborer 

Michael  Lawton 

26 

Patrick  Lynch 

26 

Laborer 

Michael  Lynch 

20 

Laborer 

William  Mountain 

36 

Laborer 

Michael  Murphy 

39 

Chairmaker 

Patrick  May 

39 

Blacksmith 

John  Murray 

John  Moore 

36 

Chair  manufacturer 

Michael  Murray 

38 

Laborer 

Thos.  Mulcahy 

32 

Laborer 

Richard  Noonan 

36 

Laborer 

Michael  O’Donnell 

44 

Laborer 

William  O’Donnell 

Laborer 

Jerry  O’Brien 

33 

Michael  Quirk 

40 

Farmer 

Daniel  Regan 

18 

James  Rourke 

24 

Teamster 

John  Shay 

37 

Laborer 

Edward  Smeedy 

19 

461  eligible 

June  6,  1864 

Assessors  — 

Ivers  Whitney 

.  John  Allen 

Chas.  Glazier 

Town  Clerk 

Francis  Richardson 
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Town  of  Gardner,  Massachusetts 
SCHOOL  RECORDS 
The  immigrant  wanted  his  children  to  have  all  the  advantages 
offered.  In  1852  the  state  of  Massachusetts  passed  its  law  obliging 
towns  and  cities  therein  to  furnish  schools.  The  Irish  immigrants 
of  this  period  owe  much  to  Horace  Mann  in-as-much  as  they  came 
just  when  they  could  reap  the  benefit  of  his  work.  The  school  reports 
give  little  data  for  our  consideration.  There  is  a  perfect  Attendance 
Record  for  the  year  1863  —  1864  Summer  Term  and  we  find  therein 
the  names  of  Henry  Cody,  Mary  A.  Cody,  Ellen  O’Connell,  Joanna 
O’Connell  and  Margaret  O’Connell,  Mary  Conners  and  Freddie 
O’Neil.  We  have  a  bit  more  in  1864  — 1865.  The  work  is  given  in 
Districts. 

PUPILS  HAVING  PERFECT  ATTENDANCE 


District 

1 


Dept.  Term 

2nd.  s. 

w. 


3rd.  s. 


3rd. 


4th. 


w. 


Teacher  Salary 

Martha  Collins  $28 

Julia  W.  Lombard  $30 

PUPILS 

Francis  Keenan 
Henry  Cody 
Cora  A.  Bartlett 

PUPILS 

Mary  A.  Cody 
Margaret  Hayes 
Michael  Hayes 
Julia  Lombard 

PUPILS 

Joanna  O’Connell 
Margaret  Hayes 
Flora  Gates  $22 

PUPILS 

Tom  Cody 
Francis  Galoon 
Mary  O’Brien 
Mary  Hayes 

Flora  Gates  $22 

PUPILS 

Maggie  O’Connell 
Julia  O’Connell 
Mary  Hayes 


Time 
48  da. 
49J^  da. 


49  da. 


49  da. 


40 

District  Dept. 

3  2nd. 


3rd. 


4 

5 


1865—1866 
1  2nd. 

3rd. 


3rd. 


4th. 
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Term  Teacher  Salary  Time 

Ellen  O’Connell 

s.  Mary  Wilkinson  $28  48  da. 

per  mo. 

PUPILS 

Mary  Barnes 
Bridget  Conway 
w.  Mary  Lane 

PUPILS 

Mary  A.  Barnes 
Mary  Carroll 
Mary  O’Daniels 


w.  Ella  P.  Holland 

$24 

48  da. 

PUPILS 

John  O’Daniels 

s.  Sarah  Roper 

$21 

55  da. 

s.  Helen  Hodgman 

$20 

per  mo. 

49  da 

PUPILS 

Joanna  O’Connell 
Margaret  O’Connell 
Ellen  O’Connell 

s.,  Mattie  A.  Buffun 

PUPILS 

Joanna  O’Connell 
s.  Emma  F.  Marsh 

PUPILS 

Bridget  Moore 
Mary  Chagnon 
w.  Julia  W.  Lombard 

PUPILS 

Maggie  O’Connell 
Bridget  Moore 
Maggie  and  Michael  Hayes 
s.  Flora  A.  Gates 

PUPILS 

Ellen  O’Connell 
Julia  O’Connell 
Hugh  Franklin 


41 


Town  of  Gardner,  Massachusetts 


4th 


1865  — 1866 

2  2nd.  s. 

w. 

3  2nd.  w. 


3rd. 


3rd.  w. 


Flora  A.  Gates 

PUPILS 

Mary  Franklin 
Mary  Hayes 
Julia  O’Connell 
Ellen  O’Connell 
Eddie  Conners 
Theodore  Chagnon 

Ellen  Wright 
Mary  Wilkinson 
E.  A.  Whitney 

PUPILS 

Mary  Carroll 
Mary  O’Daniels 
John  O’Daniels 
Lucy  Leland 

PUPILS 

John  Lynch 
Daniel  Flynn 


PUPILS 

John  Collins 
Ellen  Collins 
Ellen  Conway 
Maggie  Murray 

4  w.  Alice  M. 

Mary  M.  Valentine 

1878 —  High  School  lists,  William  and  James  Mountain 
High  School  Preparatory,  Willie  Conway 
1875 —  Perfect  attendance  (second  year) 

High  School,  Mary  Keenan 

Center,  Higher  Grammar  3,  Ella  and  Mary  Mulcahy 
Julia  O’Connell 

Lower  Grammar  2,  Mary  and  Kate  Moore 
Lizzie  Bresnehan 
Annie  Keenan 
Alice  Keenan 
Hugh  Mulcahy 
Frank  Bresnehan 
3,  Alice  Keenan 
Hugh  Mulcahy 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  NOTES 


1885  —  In  March,  1884. 

“At  the  same  meeting,  the  Reverend  M.  J.  Murphy  wj 
enthusiastically  chosen  to  serve  on  the  board  for  thrj 
years.” 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  soon  following  the 
organized  by  choosing  Dr.  E.  A.  Colby,  chairman,  Revere! 
M.  J.  Murphy,  treasurer,  and  Mrs.  Clara  E.  Howe,  se 
retary. 

Southwest  School,  No.  3  —  Primary  department  I  and  I 

Miss  Lizzie  H.  Leamy,  2d  and  3d  terms.  Wages  $36  p 
month.  (Then  moved  to  Pleasant  Street). 

Henry  Carney  —  Truant  officer. 

1886  Alice  Roach  —  at  Little  Canada 

1888  Annie  M.  Daley  —  Southwest  School. 


Mary  Glasheen. 

1892  Daniel  Regan  elected  on  School  Committee.  Marc 


1892  — 1892-1895  on  the  Advisory  and  Auditing  Coni 
mittee.  ' 

The  first  class  was  graduated  from  Gardner  High  School  in  1876] 
There  were  ten  girls  in  that  class  and  Mary  Keenan  (now  marriel 
—  O’Hara)  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Bridget  Keenan.  She  wal 
born  September  4,  1860  in  Gardner.  Her  father  was  born  in  Cavaa 
Comity  and  her  mother  in  Derry.  In  the  class  of  1881  the  presides 
was  William  J.  Mountain,  son  of  William  and  Ellen  (Hurley)  Mounj 
tain,  (born  in  County  Waterford) .  His  two  sons  were  both  president! 
of  their  classes  in  Gardner  High  School,  John  A.  Mountain,  1910j 
Harold  E.  Mountain,  1911. 

In  1890  a  class  of  eight  girls  included  Catherine  Regan,  the  daugh 
ter  of  Daniel  Regan  and  grand-daughter  of  John  D.  Regan.  Sh6 
taught  eight  years  in  Gardner  schools  previous  to  1901  when  she 
entered  the  novitiate.  Her  two  sisters  Adeline  Regan  A’Heam  and 
Mary  Regan  Leamy  join  her  in  forming  a  trio  of  Gardner’s  finest 
teachers.  She  is  now  Sister  M.  St.  John  Berchman’s  of  the  order  of 
the  Good  Shepherd  and  has  been  stationed  in  Johannesburg,  Soutl 
Africa  since  1906.  No  doubt  she  is  one  of  Gardner’s  most  illustrious 
daughters. 
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GARDNER  HIGH  SCHOOL  DATA 


Class 

No.  of  Pupils 

Class 

No.  of  Pupils 

1876 

10 

1881 

4 

1877 

4 

1882 

10 

1878 

3 

1883 

9 

1879 

8 

1884 

9 

1880 

7 

1885 

13 

Year 

1876 

1881 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 


1893 


1894 


1895 

1896 


1897 


Children  of  Irish  Immigrants 
10  girls  —  Mary  Kennan  O’Hara 
W.  J.  Mountain,  President 
Alice  Roark  (First  teacher) 
Mary  Glasheen  (Second  teacher 
Thomas  Mulcahy,  President 
James  Mountain 
John  P.  Carney  (Musician) 

Susie  Hayes 
Catherine  Regan 
Annie  Moore 
Annie  G.  Vaughn 
William  Carroll,  President 
George  Hurley 
Fred  Mulcahy 
Mary  Whalen 
Josephine  Barnes 
Joseph  Carney 
Gertrude  Carney 
Margaret  Dugan 
Margaret  McKeogh 
Mary  E.  Smeedy 
Alice  Toole 
William  Whalen 
Mamie  Franklin 
Alice  Gorman 
Nellie  Moore 
Ida  F.  Corrwein 
Robert  Walsh 

Ellen  V.  Griffin  (First  nurse) 
Richard  Hurley 
Michael  McKeogh 
John  A.  Barnes 


Total  No.  of  pupils  in  Class 
10 
4 
10 
9 

20 

19 

8 

14 

10 


20 


13 

18 

20 


28 
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Children  of  Irish  Immigrants  Total  No.  of  pupils  in  Cla 


Marguerite  Byron 

Adeline  Regan 

Thomas  F.  Roach 

1898 

Margaret  Glasheen 

Catherine  Hurley 

26 

1899 

Elizabeth  Glasheen 

Mary  O’Donnell 

28 

1900 

Mary  R.  Byron 

Cora  Glasheen 

Mary  E.  Moore 

33 

POLICE  AND  FIRE  DEPARTMENTS 
It  is  known  that  these  immigrants  served  on  Gardner’s  Police  I 
Fire  Departments  but  early  records  are  missing.  However  the  poll 
report  of  the  year  ending  February  15,  1887,  gives  Henry  CarneyF 
officer  with  873  hours  of  work  at  25  cents  earning  $218.25  and  W.l 
Moran  working  529  hours  at  25  cents  earning  $132.25.  Webster  Covij 
was  Chief  of  Police.  In  1888  Henry  Carney  was  Chief  of  Police  ean 
$366.76  and  for  time  and  expenses  to  Greenfield  and  Boston  $4.72 1 
$5.32  respectively.  William  Moran,  $211.50;  William  J.  Flood,  $j| 
and  W.  N.  Moore,  $40.25  were  other  officers  and  salaries. 

The  fire  report  of  1888  gives  an  account  of  the  fire  at  the  Catholj 
Church.  M.  V.  Cobum  was  paid  $2.00  for  drawing  hose  cart  and  Jo| 
Cary  for  drawing  cart  No.  4  also  received  $2.00  at  this  fire. 


NOTES:  FROM  THE  GARDNER  NEWS 
August  3,  1869. 

An  Excursion  To  The  Tunnel.  Many  went.  Account  in  Garc 
News.  378  people.  9  carloads. 

August  14,  1869. 

Richard  Delay  hit  in  the  eye. 

December  25, 1869. 

No  mention  of  Christmas. 

January  1,  1870 
The  Reverend  J.  J.  Kain  of  Virginia  will  lecture  in  the  Town  Hall  <j 
Monday  evening  next.  Subject  —  “The  Infallibility  of  the  Cathdf 
Church  viewed  in  connection  with  the  present  Eccumenical  Council] 
Rome.” 


Town  of  Gardner,  Massachusetts 
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January  8,  1870. 

Lecture:  The  audience  was  moderately  large,  nearly  all  being 
Catholics.  A  very  few  Protestants  were  present,  however.  Tickets 
were  gratuitously  extended  to  a  few  of  the  leading  business  men  of  the 
town  bearing  the  compliments  of  Reverend  R.  J.  Donovan. 

January  29,  1870 

Mr.  H.  H.  Wyman  teacher  of  the  First  Department  School  awarded 
the  following  prizes  at  the  close  of  his  term: 

For  highest  standing  a  gold  dollar  to  Laura  E.  Howe,  and  a  silver 
half-dollar  each  to  Willie  Gardner  and  Emma  E.  Whitney.  For  great¬ 
est  improvement,  a  gold  dollar  to  Solon  B.  Stone  and  a  silver  half- 
dollar  to  John  Gorman. 

November  23, 1872. 

CATHOLIC  FAIR 

Ordinarily  we  should  consider  it  rather  of  a  hazardous  undertaking 
to  attempt  to  continue  a  fair  and  festival  for  five  consecutive  evenings, 
in  a  town  the  size  of  Gardner,  but  by  ample  preparation,  shrewd 
management  and  hard  work  the  Catholics  have  accomplished  this  and 
their  festival,  which  commenced  on  Monday  evening  and  closed  on 
Friday  evening  with  a  grand  ball,  has  been  the  most  renumerative 
of  any  which  have  ever  been  held  in  this  section. 

Committees  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  have  been  active  about  town 
in  disposing  of  tickets  for  many  prizes  which  were  offered  and  we  are 
sure  that  they  have  been  liberally  patronized  by  the  citizens  generally. 
It  has  been  one  of  the  best  of  weeks  for  such  entertainments  and  as  a 
natural  consequence  the  attendance  every  evening  was  good. 

The  hall  was  decorated  by  Colonel  Beales  of  Boston.  The  Comet 
Band  and  the  Gardner  Quadrille  Bands  played. 

Reverend  D.  C.  Moran  was  thoroughly  surprised  by  a  gift  of  a 
gold  watch,  while  the  band  played  “Hail  To  The  Chief.”  It  was 
presented  to  him  by  the  parishioners. 

November  30,  1872. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  Catholic  Fair  were  $2,159.69;  the  expenses 
were  $789.01,  leaving  a  profit  of  $1,370.68. 

July  4,  1874. 

A  description  of  a  baseball  game  is  given  in  this  issue.  The  score 
follows: 
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IRISH  CITIZENS  VERSUS  YANKS 
Innings 

Yankee  0  6  6  9  0  1  0  10  3  —  35 

Irish  4  3  2  13  2  1  6  0  2  —  33 

December  26,  1874.  | 

SUNDAY  NOTICES 

Preaching  at  the  new  Church  on  Cross  Street  at  8  A.  M.  by  tl 
pastor  —  Reverend  Dennis  C.  Moran.  Sunday  School  at  close 
morning  service. 

In  this  same  issue  it  was  stated  that  the  total  cost  of  building  tl 
church  was  $26,000. 

January  9,  1875. 

Our  Irish  citizens  will  hold  a  social  next  Saturday  evening. 
January  16,  1875. 

In  this  issue  is  a  description  of  “The  New  Catholic  Church.”  1 
November  25,  1875. 

In  this  issue  is  a  description  of  the  first  Confirmation  exercisi 
held  in  the  new  church.  One  hundred  eighty-five  were  confirmei 
An  organ  from  Loring  and  Blake  was  used.  Origen  B.  Young,  organi 
of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Worcester  gave  a  concert  and  played  Peter 
celebrated  Mass  in  D.  The  following  clergy  are  listed  as  being  presen 
Right  Reverend  P.  T.  O’Reilly,  Bishop  of  Springfield. 

Very  Reverend  P.  Healy,  V.  G.  of  Chicopee. 

Reverend  John  Cummings  of  Georgetown. 

Reverend  P.  D.  Stone  of  Chicopee  Falls. 

Reverend  David  Moyer  of  Fitchburg. 

Reverend  John  Moore  of  England. 

Reverend  Walter  A.  Henneberry  of  Greenfield. 

Reverend  James  Houlahan  of  Peterboro,  New  Hampshire.  \ 
Reverend  D.  C.  Moran  —  Pastor. 

January  1,  1876. 

On  Christmas  morning  mass  and  benediction  were  celebrated  at  the 
Catholic  Church  and  in  the  evening  several  private  gatherings  were 
held  at  which  there  were  very  attractive  Christmas  trees,  and  rich 
presents  were  given  and  received. 

CATHOLIC  CLERGY  SERVING  GARDNER 

Year  Pastor  or  Curate  Parish 

1832  — 1845  Reverend  Father  James  Fitton,  St.  John’s, 
Pastor  Worcester 
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L845  —  1856  Reverend  Father  Mathew  W.  Gibson, 
Pastor 

1846  Reverend  Father  T.  A.  McAvoy, 

Curate 

1855  —  1866  Reverend  Father  Edward  Turpin, 
Curate 

(Made  Pastor  in  1856) 

1857  Reverend  Father  Henry  Turpin, 

Curate 

1864  Reverend  Father  Thomas  H.  Bannon, 

Pastor 

1867  Reverend  Father  William  Orr, 

Pastor 

1869  Reverend  Father  Richard  P.  Donovan, 

Pastor 

1870  Reverend  Father  Patrick  McManus, 

Pastor 

1871  Reverend  Father  Charles  McManus, 

Curate 

1871  Reverend  Father  Denis  C.  Moran, 

Curate 


Feb.  1880  Reverend  Father  Michael  J.  Murphy, 

First  Resident  Pastor 

June  15,  1887  Reverend  Father  John  F.  McDermott, 
Curate 

Reverend  Father  B.  S.  Conaty, 

Curate  for  five  months 
Reverend  Father  John  F.  Lee, 

Curate  for  one  year 
Reverend  Father  P.  P.  McKeon, 
Curate 

Reverend  Father  William  H.  Hart, 
Curate 

Reverend  Father  M.  P.  Courtney, 
Curate 

Reverend  T.  P.  McDonnell, 

Curate  for  six  months 


St.  John’s. 
Worcester 
St.  John’s, 
Worcester 
St.  Bernard’s, 
Fitchburg 

St.  Bernard’s, 
Fitchburg 
St.  Martin’s, 
Otter  River 
St.  Martin’s, 
Otter  River 
St.  Martin’s, 
Otter  River 
St.  Martin’s, 
Otter  River 
St.  Martin’s, 
Otter  River 
Winchendon, 
Ashburnham 
and 

Gardner 
Sacred  Heart, 
Gardner 
Sacred  Heart, 
Gardner 
Sacred  Heart, 
Gardner 
Sacred  Heart, 
Gardner 
Sacred  Heart, 
Gardner 
Sacred  Heart, 
Gardner 
Sacred  Heart, 
Gardner 
Sacred  Heart, 
Gardner 
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1916 

1918 

1922 

1923 

1930 

1931 


The  Early  Irish  Settlers  in  the 


Reverend  Father  Thomas  P.  Ryan, 
Curate.  Died  here. 

Reverend  Father  John  Donahue, 
Curate 

Reverend  Father  James  M.  Burke, 
Curate  and  Acting  Pastor 
Reverend  Father  John  A.  Fitzgerald, 
Pastor.  Died  July  26,  1930 
Reverend  Father  John  J.  Foley, 
Curate  and  Acting  Pastor 
Reverend  Father  Charles  T.  Lynch, 
Curate 

Reverend  Father  William  J.  Foran, 
Pastor 


Sacred  Hear 
Gardner 
Sacred  Hear 
Gardner 
Sacred  Hear 
Gardner 
Sacred  Hear 
Gardner 
Sacred  Hear 
Gardner 
Sacred  Hear 
Gardner 
Sacred  Hear 
Gardner 


THE  PAROCHIAL  SCHOOL 

The  Sisters  of  Saint  Joseph  started  a  school  of  four  grades  here  in 
the  fall  of  1923  under  the  pastorate  of  Reverend  Father  John  A 
FitzGerald.  Sister  Mary  Irene  was  superior  for  six  years  durin 
which  time  the  school  embraced  eight  grades.  Her  first  assistant 
were  in  grade  one,  Sister  Mary  St.  Edward,  in  grades  two  and  thre< 
Sister  Mary  Agnes  Dolores  and  in  grade  four,  Sister  Mary  Elizabet 
Francis.  Sister  Mary  Camilla  was  instructor  in  embroidery  and  art 
Sister  Mary  Sylvester  was  housekeeper.  In  the  second  year  Sistd 
Mary  of  Perpetual  Help  joined  the  faculty  as  instructor  of  music 
In  1930  Sister  Mary  Francis  Xavier  became  the  superior.  The  schoo 
will  graduate  its  first  class  from  Gardner  High  School  in  1932.  j 
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THE  LEAMY  FAMILY 
The  first  member  of  the  Leamy  family  to  come  to  Gardner  was 
Michael,  the  son  of  Daniel  and  the  father  of  Mary  A.  Leamy, 
Gardner’s  Social  Worker.  He  worked  for  George  Williams,  T.  T. 
Greenwood  &  Son,  and  Hill  &  Heywood.  He  was  the  first  night- 
watchman  in  Heywood  Brother’s  factory.  At  one  time  he  worked  in 
Fitchburg  and  walked  home  to  his  family,  who  lived  on  Lynde 
Street,  on  Saturday  night  to  walk  back  to  Fitchburg  on  Sunday. 
Thomas  Mulcahy,  John  D.  Regan  and  Michael  Leamy  were  school¬ 
mates  in  Ireland.  It  is  recalled  that  he  worked  on  public  works  in 
Ireland  for  nine  shillings  a  week.  He  first  settled  in  Hubbardston 
where  his  brother  William  soon  joined  him.  They  married  cousins. 
Another  brother  Timothy  lived  in  Temple  Street  when  the  Mulcahy 
family  came  to  town.  He  later  moved  to  East  Templeton.  Their 
brother  Thomas  never  came  to  this  country  but  their  parents  Daniel 
and  Winifred  (Quinn)  Leamy  are  buried  in  the  Old  Cemetery  in 
Hubbardston. 


First  Generation 

(buried  in  the  Old  Cemetery,  Hubbardston) 
Leamy,  Daniel  m.  Winifred  Quinn 

died  Aug.  25,  1855  died  Apr.  21 

Children : 

Michael,  William,  Timothy,  Thomas,  John,  Daniel. 
Second  Generation 

m.  Hannah  Hearty 


1854 


Leamy,  Michael 
Children : 

Daniel  A.,  John  B.,  Patrick,  Martin  H.,  Lizzie,  Mary  A. 

m.  Maria  Hearty 


Leamy,  William 
Children : 

Daniel,  Katherine,  Thomas,  William,  John  W.,  Daniel, 
Katherine,  James,  Michael,  Mary  A.,  Timothy. 

Leamy,  John  m  ____J _ 3 

Children : 

Two  daughters 

Leam^i^™°thy  m.  Margaret  Franklin 

Daniel  Marg*xet  (died  1852)>  William,  Thomas, 

et,  Jane,  Margaret,  Emma,  Ella. 
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Honora  Crowe 


Nellie  Fox 


Mary  Stellman 


Emma  Wellsbach 


Leamy,  Thomas 
Children: 

Bridget,  Michael,  Timothy,  Daniel. 

Leamy,  Daniel  m.  Ellen  Franklin 

Children : 

Nellie,  Julia,  Winnie. 

Third  Generation 

Leamy,  Daniel  A.  m.  Mary  Regan 

Children: 

Daniel,  Catherine 

Leamy,  John  B. 

Children: 

None. 

Leamy,  Patrick 
Children: 

None. 

Leamy,  Martin 
Children: 

Mary,  Harold,  Florence,  Minota. 

Leamy,  Daniel  m.  Mary  Carroll 

Children: 

Frederick,  Minnie,  Cora  M. 

Leamy,  William  m.  Anna  Hayes 

Children: 

William,  Catherine,  Veronica,  Marion. 

Leamy,  John  W.  m.  Bridget  McGarry 

Children: 

Gertrude,  Helen,  Arnold,  Florence 

Leamy,  Thomas  m.  Mary  Ann  McGarry 

Children: 

Evelyn,  John,  Harry,  William,  Mollie. 

Leamy,  James  m.  Mary  Gilwee 

Children: 

Jennie,  J.  Harold,  Minnie,  Irene,  Lillian,  William. 

Leamy,  Michael  m.  Annie  Whitney 

Children: 

Mary,  Hazel,  Leo. 

Leamy,  Thomas  m.  Alice  Keenan 

Children: 

Edward. 
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Leamy,  Daniel  m.  Mary  Quirk 

Children : 

Alice,  Francis,  Frederick,  John,  Cora  Emma. 

Leamy,  Michael  m.  Nellie  Canavan 

Children : 

Mary,  Nellie. 

(second  marriage)  m.  Mary  Murphy 

Children : 

Margaret,  John,  Frank,  Alice,  Winifred,  Teresa. 

Leamy,  Timothy  m.  Joanna  Hayes 

Children : 

Charles,  Mary  K.,  George,  Cora  A.,  Henry,  Thomas,  Dennis. 
Leamy,  Timothy  m.  Katherine  Birge 

Children : 

None. 

Leamy,  John  m.  Frances  Connell 

Children : 

Timothy 

(second  marriage)  m.  Katherine  Kane 

Children : 

Anna,  Twins  (died),  Twins  (died),  Son  (died),  Eva. 
Leamy,  William  m.  Libby  Surprise 

Children : 

Mary  Jane,  Margaret  Anna,  Timothy  W.,  Thomas  K., 
Ella  I.,  Frances  E.,  Katherine  E.,  Leo,  John  E.,  Marion  L. 
Madden,  Michael  m.  Emma  Leamy 

Children : 


Mamie,  John,  Harry,  Leon,  Frank. 

Moore,  James  m.  Ella  Leamy 

Children : 

James. 

Lasey,  William 
Children : 

Thomas,  John,  Marie. 

Cowley,  Timothy 
Children : 

Paul. 

laPPm,  Darius 
Children : 

William,  Robert,  Clarence,  Minnie,  Bertha. 


Bridget  Leamy 


Lizzie  Leamy 


Mary  A.  Leamy 
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Katherine  Leamy 


Briggs,  Frank 
Children: 

Frank  L.,  John,  Earnest,  Mary  Frances,  Stella,  Everett, 
Frederick,  Jane,  Edwin,  Mabel,  Clarence,  Alice,  Leslie, ; 


Emily,  Arthur. 

Hayes,  Dennis  i 

Children : 

Minnie. 

Cloutier,  Joseph  i 

Children : 

Loretta,  Grace,  Irma. 

Hillary,  Martin  i 

Children : 

(son  died),  Cora. 

Leamy,  Daniel  i 

Children : 

Eight  —  some  now  in  New  Jersey. 
Never  lived  in  Gardner. 


Margaret  Leamy 

(first  marriage) 


Margaret  Leamy 

(second  marriage) 


Julia  Leamy 


Kate  Leahy  (in  Ireland) 


Fourth  Generation 

Leamy,  Frederick  m.  Mary  Morissey 

Children-. 

Leonard,  Ruth,  Paul. 

Leamy,  William  m.  Anna  Ryan 

Children-. 

Katherine,  Anne,  William. 

Leamy,  John  H.  m.  Florence  Hopkins 

Children-. 

Florence,  Mary  Anne,  Jean  Elizabeth 

Leamy,  Harry  m.  Evelyn  Joyce 

Children: 

Ruth,  David,  Thomas,  Evelyn,  Norman. 

Leamy,  Arnold  m.  Anne  Callahan 

Children: 

None. 

Leamy,  Frank  m.  Katherine  McKoan 

Children: 

Katherine  Jean. 

Leamy,  Timothy  A.  m.  Katherine  Delay 

Children: 

Doris,  Paul. 
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Leamy,  Charles 

Children: 

None. 

m. 

Ada  Jane  Seder 

Leamy,  Henry 

Children: 

None. 

m. 

Gertrude  Marie  Haley 

Leamy,  Timothy  W. 

Children: 

Margaret  R. 

m. 

Emma  Dignard 

Leamy,  Thomas  K. 

Children: 

Ruth,  Thomas. 

m. 

Lena  Denno 

Leamy,  Leo 

Children: 

Robert. 

m. 

Rose  Leahy 

Leamy,  John  L. 

Children: 

Paul  T.,  Joseph. 

m. 

Anna  Toolin 

Leamy,  James  Harold 
Children: 

None. 

m. 

Ethel  Lemer 

Rouchette,  Leon 

Children: 

m. 

Veronica  Leamy 

Rose  Marie. 

Toomey,  Dennis  m. 

Children : 

Leonard. 

Gilhooley,  Thomas  J.  m. 

Children : 

Francis,  Raymond,  Alice  May. 
Murr*y,  John  m. 

Children: 

Mary  Louise,  Robert,  Francis. 
Henderson,  Frank  m. 

Children: 


Gertrude  Leamy 


Cora  E.  Leamy 
Mary  Leamy 


Nellie  Leamy 


pi,  Donald,  Barbara,  Norman. 
flaherty,  Leon  m> 

Children: 


Alice  Leamy 


Leon. 
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Ohman,  Gustaf 

Children: 

Richard,  Doris 

m. 

Anna  Leamy 

Thompson,  Paul 

Children: 

Barbara. 

m. 

Eva  Leamy 

Mylott,  Thomas 

Children: 

None. 

m. 

Florence  Leamy 

Hayes,  William  H. 

Children: 

None. 

m. 

Mollie  Leamy 

Meaney,  Edward 

Children: 

None. 

m. 

Evelyn  Leamy 

Behan,  John 

Children: 

Francis,  Louise. 

m. 

Mamie  Madden 

Madden,  John 

Children: 

None. 

m. 

Bertha  Gilbert 

Madden,  Harry 

Children: 

Two  or  three. 

m. 

Rose  Bishop 

Madden,  Leon 

Children: 

m. 

Mary  Behan 

Mann,  Morton 

Children: 

Leo,  June. 

m. 

Mary  Leamy 

Briggs,  Everett 

Children: 

m. 

Lillian  Hughes 

Everett,  Arthur,  Rita, 

Annie. 

Briggs,  Edwin 

m. 

Anna  Brandt 

Children : 

Helena,  Catherine,  Bemadine,  Leslie,  Edwin,  Jr. 
Briggs,  Clarence  m.  Martha  Lieck 

Children : 

Francis. 
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Hughes,  John  C.  m.  Irma  Cloutier 

Children : 

Claire,  John. 

Hall,  Carl  m.  Grace  Cloutier 

Children : 

Eleanor 

Barrows,  Leon  m.  Mary  Frances  Briggs 

Children : 

Mary,  Bessie,  Harold. 

Pratt,  Ebin  m.  Stella  Briggs 

Children : 

Ebin,  Jr. 

Bunker,  Roy  m.  Mabel  Briggs 

Children : 

Mabel,  Francis,  Emily. 

Ronayne,  William  m.  Alice  Briggs 

Children : 

William. 

Kennedy,  Joseph  m.  Margaret  A.  Leamy 

Children'. 

Joseph  H.,  Florence  M.,  Helen,  Francis. 
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Goguen,  Larly 

Children : 

None. 

m. 

Lillian  Leamy 

Fredette,  Earnest 

Children : 

Francis,  Virginia. 

m. 

Minnie  Leamy 

Dow,  Edward 

Children : 

Edmund,  Barbara. 

m. 

Irene  Leamy 

Holland,  John 

Children : 

None. 

m. 

Hazel  Leamy 

Stilphen,  Frank 

Children : 

Florence. 

m. 

Mary  Jane  Leamy 

Day,  Harry  A. 

m. 

Ella  I.  Leamy 

William  H.,  George,  Raymond,  Dorothy,  Marjorie,  Marion, 
Florence,  Eva. 
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Fay,  James  m.  Frances  E.  Leamy 

Children: 

Marjorie,  Mary. 

Bird,  Samuel  m.  Katherine  E.  leamy 

Children : 

Claire,  Mary,  Marjorie,  Helen. 

Casey,  Thomas  m.  Helen  Sweeney 

Children: 

Thomas  Shields,  Elizabeth  Jane,  William,  Richard  Joseph. 

Winters,  William  m.  Marie  Casey 

Children: 

William  Edward,  Mary  Carolyn,  Louise,  Helen. 

Crowley,  Paul  m.  Regina  Dohr 

Children: 

Paul. 

Tappin,  William  m.  Anna  Ryan 

Children: 

None. 

Tappin,  Robert  m.  Katherine  Daley 

Children: 

Doris,  Myrl,  Beth,  Ruth,  Robert,  Donald. 

Tappin,  Clarence  m.  Florence  Smith 

Children: 

Virginia,  Priscilla,  Janice. 

Greene,  Henry  m.  Minnie  Tappin 

Children: 

Mary  Lillian,  Henry,  William,  Leola,  Bernice,  John. 

Connors,  Thomas  m.  Bertha  Tappin 

Children: 

Marjorie,  Phillis,  Claire. 

Fox,  Charles  m.  Loretta  Cloutier 

Children: 

None. 

Fifth  Generation 

Leamy,  Leonard;  Ruth;  Paul. 

Leamy,  Katherine;  Anne;  William. 

Leamy,  Florence;  Mary  Anne;  Jean  Elizabeth 

Leamy,  Ruth;  David;  Thomas;  Evelyn;  Norman. 

Leamy,  Katherine  Jean. 
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Leamy,  Doris;  Paul. 

Leamy,  Margaret  R. 

Leamy,  Ruth;  Thomas. 

Leamy,  Robert. 

Leamy,  Paul  T.;  Joseph. 

Rochette,  Rose  Marie. 

Toomey,  Leonard. 

Gilhooley,  Francis;  Raymond ;  Alice  May. 

Murray,  Mary  Louise;  Robert;  Francis. 

Henderson,  Donald;  Barbara;  Norman. 

Flaherty,  Leon. 

Ohman,  Richard;  Doris. 

Thompson,  Barbara. 

Behan,  Francis;  Louise. 

Madden, 

Mann,  Leo;  June. 

Briggs,  Everett;  Arthur;  Rita;  Annie. 

Briggs,  Helena;  Catherine;  Bemadine;  Leslie;  Edwin,  Jr. 

Briggs,  Francis. 

Barrows,  Mary;  Bessie;  Harold. 

Pratt,  Ebin,  Jr. 

Bunker,  Mabel;  Francis;  Emily. 

Ronayne,  William. 

Kennedy,  Joseph  H.;  Florence  M.;  Helen;  Francis. 

Fredette,  Francis;  Virginia. 

Dow,  Ermund;  Barbara. 

Stilphen,  Florence. 

Day,  William  H.;  George;  Raymond;  Dorothy;  Marjorie;  Marion; 

Florence;  Eva. 

Fay,  Marjorie;  Mary. 

Bird,  Claire;  Mary;  Marjorie;  Helen. 

Casey,  Thomas  Shields;  Elizebeth  Jane;  William;  Richard  Joseph. 
Winters,  William  Edward;  Mary  Carolyn;  Louise;  Helen. 

Crowley,  Paul. 

Tappin,  Doris;  Myrl;  Beth;  Ruth;  Robert;  Donald. 

Tappin,  Virginia;  Priscilla;  Janice. 

Greene,  Mary  Lillian;  Henry;  William;  Leola;  Bernice;  John. 
Connors,  Marjorie;  Phyllis;  Claire. 

Hughes,  Claire ;  John. 

Hall,  Eleanor. 
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THE  CONWAY  FAMILY 
First  Generation 
(County  Waterford,  Ireland) 


Conway,  -  m. - 

Children : 

Timothy,  Michael. 

Second  Generation 
(County  Waterford,  Ireland) 

Canway,  Timothy  m.  Catherine  Griffin 

Children : 

Margaret,  Joanna,  Timothy,  Maurice,  Bridget,  Eliza. 

Conway,  Michael  m.  Mary  - 

Children : 

Mary,  Ellen. 

(second  marriage)  m. 

Children : 

Ellen,  Anastacia,  Pat. 

Third  Generation 
(Gardner,  Massachusetts,  U.  S.  A.) 

Conway,  Timothy  m.  Ellen  Mountain 

Children: 

Mary,  Bridget,  William,  Maurice,  Ellen,  John,  Kate. 


Conway,  Maurice 
Children: 

Catherine,  William  T. 
Conway,  Patrick 
Children: 

John,  Honora,  Lizzie. 
Henissey,  John 
Children: 

Ellen. 

Carroll,  Maurice 
Children: 

None. 

Kane,  Patrick 
Children: 


m.  Joanna  Mountain 


Margaret  Conway 


m.  Joanna  Conway 


m.  Bridget  Conway 


Catherine,  Patrick,  Thomas,  Michael,  John,  Hannah, 
Margaret. 
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Hogan,  Janies  m. 

Children'. 

None. 

Sheehan,  John  m. 

Children : 

John,  Nora,  Elizabeth,  James. 
Ledden,  William  m. 

Children : 

Mary,  John. 

McCarty,  John  m. 

Children : 

Michael. 

Hogan,  John  m. 

Children : 

Mary. 

Lyons,  Dennis  m. 

Children : 


Eliza  Conway 

(first  marriage) 

Eliza  Conway 

(second  marriage) 

Mary  Conway 
Ellen  Conway 
Ellen  Conway 
Anastacia  Conway 


Mary,  John,  William,  Nellie,  Bridget. 


Fourth  Generation 

Conway,  William  m.  Lizzie  Smith 

Children : 

Mary. 

Conway,  William  T.  m.  Margarett  Lawton 

Children : 

Katherine,  Annie. 

Vaughn,  Patrick  m.  Mary  Conway 

Children : 

Ellen,  Minnie,  Anna,  Michael,  Joseph,  Alice,  Margaret, 
Frances,  Winifred,  Henry. 

Murray,  Patrick  m.  Bridget  Conway 

Children'. 

Nellie,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Frank,  John  Henry,  Patrick, 
John  Henry,  Frances. 

McKeogh,  Daniel  m.  Ellen  Hennissey 

Children: 

Margaret,  Mary,  Michael,  John,  Daniel,  Nellie,  Robert, 
William,  Julia. 
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Leamy,  John  m.  Catherine  Kane 

Children : 

Anna,  Eva,  Two  sets  of  twins  (died) 

Kane,  John  m.  Nellie  Haggerty 

Children : 

John,  Gertrude. 

Kane,  Patrick  m.  - Day 

Children : 

None. 

Sheehan,  John  m. - 

Children: 

A  son. 

McCarthy,  Michael  m.  Mary  McCarthy 

Children : 

John,  Eleanor,  Marie,  Josephine. 

- }  -  m.  Mary  Hogan 

Children : 

None. 

Connors,  James  m.  Mary  Lyons 

Children: 

William,  James,  Walter,  Francis,  Mary,  Marie. 

Lyons,  John  m.  Mary  Brenan 

Children: 

Catherine. 

Holloran,  John  m.  Nellie  Lyons 

Children: 

Doris,  Carl. 

Fifth  Generation 

Keresey,  Michael  m.  Mary  Conway 

Children: 

William,  Henry,  Richard,  Donald. 

Bowen,  -  m.  Katherine  Conway 

Children: 

Francis 

Gearan,  Timothy  m.  Ellen  Vaughn 

Children: 

Mary,  Leonard,  Merton,  Grace,  Paul,  Cecelia. 

Hoban,  Owen  m.  Minnie  E.  Vaughn 

Children: 

Infant  —  died. 
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Burns,  Frank  M.  m.  Annie  G.  Vaughn 

Children : 

Francis,  Henry,  Maurice,  Donald,  Joseph,  Rose  Alice. 
Moden,  John  m.  Alice  Vaughn 

Children: 

Olive  Cecelia. 

Rist,  Frederick  m.  Frances  Vaughn 

Children: 

Francis  V.,  Frederick,  John. 

Carey,  David  m.  Nellie  Murray 

Children: 

Mary. 

Hurley,  John  m. 

Children: 

None. 

Dyer,  Anthony  m. 

Children: 

None. 

O’Neil,  John  m. 

Children: 

None. 

Murray,  Patrick  m. 

Children: 

Mary,  Claire,  David,  Paul. 

Murray,  John  H.  m. 

Children: 

John,  Pauline,  Eleanor,  Robert. 

Sullivan,  James  m.  Margaret  McKeogh 

Children: 

Edward,  Daniel,  Justin,  Francis,  John,  Mary. 

McKeogh,  Michael  m.  — - 

Children: 

None. 

McKeogh,  John 
Children: 

John. 

McKeogh,  Robert 
Children: 

Robert. 


Mary  Murray 

(first  marriage) 

Mary  Murray 

(second  Marriage) 

Elizabeth  Murray 


Mollie  C.  Brazell 


Nellie  Conroy 


m.  Helen  Roddy 


m.  Ann  Riley 
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McKeogh,  William 
Children : 

William. 
Ohman,  Gustaf 
Children : 

Richard,  Doris. 
Thompson,  Paul 
Children'. 

Barbara. 
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m.  Zelma  McKeogh 


Children : 

Hayes,  John  B. 

Children: 

None. 

Phillips,  Herbert 
Children: 

Herbert. 

Weymouth,  Fred 
Children: 

Harold,  Gertrude,  Roy. 
Lyons,  Walter 
Children: 

None. 

Lyons,  William 
Children: 

None. 

Holloran,  Carl 
Children: 

Carl. 


m.  Anna  Leamy 

m.  Eva  Leamy 

m.  Gertrude  Kane 
m.  Josephine  McCarthy 

m.  Marie  Connors 

m.  Mary  Connors 

m.  Minnie  McDonough 

m.  -  Laplant 


m.  Ruth  Rowley 


Sixth  Generation 

m.  Alyce  Kathryn  Holland 


M.  Veronica  Keaveny 


Keresey,  William 
Children: 

None. 

Gearan,  Leonard  J. 

Children: 

Leonard  J.,  William  K.,  Donald  V. 

Sullivan,  Justin  m.  Mary  J.  Mahony 

Children: 

None. 
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Sullivan,  John  m.  Margaret  Norton 

Children : 

John. 

Seventh  Generation 
Gearan,  Leonard  J.;  William  K.;  Donald  V. 

Sullivan,  John. 

Attention  is  given  to  this  record  the  only  one  covering  six  genera¬ 
tions  who  have  lived  in  Gardner. 

Johanna  (Welch)  Mountain  (buried  in  Fitchburg) 
daughter  Ellen  (Mountain)  Conway 
daughter  Mary  (Conway)  Vaughn 
daughter  Ellen  (Vaughn)  Gearan 
son  Leonard  J.  Gearan 

(  Leonard  H.  Gearan 
sons  <  William  K.  Gearan 
I  Donald  V.  Gearan 
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THE  GEARAN  FAMILY 
Seven  generations  of  the  Gearan  Family  — 1760  — 1932,  Counties 
of  Kerry  and  Limerick,  Ireland  and  State  of  Massachusetts,  United 
States  of  America. 

First  Generation  Known  about  1760 
(County  Kerry,  Ireland) 

Gearan,  Patrick  (b.  1760  ?)  m.  Margaret  Riodan 
Children'. 

Son  —  Patrick 

Gearan,  -  m. - 

Children : 

Son  —  Timothy 

Second  Generation  about  1785 
(County  Kerry,  Ireland) 

Gearan,  Patrick  m.  Ellen  Buckley 

Children : 

Ellen,  Timothy,  Jeremiah  (b.  Nov.  20,  1819),  Mary  (b. 
June  23,  1826) 

Gearan,  Timothy  m.  Mary - 

Children'. 

Ellen,  John. 


Third  Generation  about  1812 
Gardner,  Massachusetts  U.  S.  A. 


O’Connor,  James  m. 

Children’. 

James,  Mary. 

Quirk,  Michael  m. 

Children: 

Ellen,  Hannah,  Mary. 

Healy,  John  m. 

Children : 

Margaret,  Timothy. 

Gearan,  Timothy  m. 

Children: 

Mary,  Ellen,  Hannah,  Daniel 
Patrick. 


Ellen  Gearan 

Mary  Gearan 

Ellen  Gearan 

Mary  Sullivan 

,  Mortimer,  Dennis,  Timothy, 
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Gearan,  Jeremiah  m.  Bridget  Gallivan 

Children : 

Timothy,  Michael,  Mary,  Margaret  Alice,  Jeremiah  Francis. 

Gearan,  John  m. - 

Children : 

Dennis,  Michael,  John,  Julia. 

Fourth  Generation 

O’Connor,  James  m.  Mary  O’Leary 

Children : 

In  Ireland  and  Australia 

O’Brien,  John  m.  Mary  O’Connor 

Children : 

Mary,  Ellen. 

Leamy,  Daniel  m.  Mary  Quirk 

Children : 

Alice,  Mary  Jane,  Frederick,  John,  Cora  Emma. 
Bresnahan,  Thomas  m.  Margaret  Healey 

Children : 

John,  Nellie,  Frank,  Lizzie,  Charlie. 

Farrell,  John  m.  Mary  Gearan 

Children: 

Kate,  Ann,  Mary,  Bridget,  Nellie,  Margaret,  Thomas, 
Lillian,  Alice,  John. 

Murphy,  Timothy  m.  Ellen  Gearan 

Children : 

Mary,  Margaret,  Florence,  Alice,  Carrie. 

O’Connell,  James  m.  Hannah  Gearan 

Children : 

Alice,  Mildred,  Ruth. 

Gearan,  Daniel  m.  Bridget  Shea 

Children: 

Mary,  John,  Margaret,  Eleanor. 

Gearan,  Mortimer  m.  Bridget  O’Neil 

Children: 

Mary,  Margaret,  Katherine. 

Mahaney,  Kane  m.  Julia  (?)  Gearan 

Children: 

Julia  (?),  Minnie,  Kane,  John. 
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Healy,  Timothy  m.  Margaret  Hancock 

Children : 

None. 

Gearan,  Timothy  m.  Ellen  Lucy  Vaughn 

Children : 

Mary  Margaret,  Leonard  Jeremiah,  Merton  James,  Grace 
Agnes,  Paul  Patrick  Gallivan,  Cecelia  Vaughn. 

Gearan,  Michael  m.  Annie  Lawton 

Children: 

None. 

Gearan,  Jeremiah  Francis  m.  Mary  Dee 

Children: 

Margaret  Mary,  Reverend  Father  Jeremiah  Francis, 
Kathleen  John  Dee. 


Fifth  Generation 

Gilhooly,  Thomas  m.  Cora  Emma  Leamy 

Children: 

Francis,  Raymond,  Alice  Mary. 

Mulcahy,  George  m.  Lizzie  Bresnahan 

Children: 

William,  Charles,  Flora,  Eleanor. 


Towpence,  William 
Children: 

Alice,  Mary,  Zita,  Helen. 


m.  Kate  Farrell 


Mahar,  Philip 
Children: 

Cathleen. 

Moriarity,  William  m. 

Children: 

George,  Mary 

Farrell,  John  m. 

Children: 

Margaret,  Shirley,  John. 
Callahan,  William  m. 

Children: 

William,  Carl. 

Gilwee,  Joseph  m. 

Children: 

Harold. 


m.  Mary  Farrell 


Nellie  Farrell 


Mary  Hughes 


Margaret  Murphy 


Mary  Murphy 
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Murphy,  Albert 
Children : 

Ellenor,  Albert, 
Haverty,  Thomas 
Children : 

James. 

Portlance,  Arthur 
Children : 

Mary. 

Buss,  Frank 
Children: 

Bresnahan,  Frank 
Children: 

None. 

Mahanny,  John 

Children: 

Four  sons. 
Gearan,  Leonard  J. 
Children: 

Leonard  Henry, 


m.  Alice  Murphy 

George,  Raymond,  Patricia. 

m.  Mildred  O’Connell 


m.  Julia  Mahaney 

m.  Minnie  Mahanney 

m.  Emma  Clark 


m.  Mary  Mahanny 

m.  M.  Veronica  Keaveny 
William  K.,  Donald  V. 


Sixth  Generation 

m.  Flora  Mulcahy 


Mazzi,  Julio 
Children : 

None. 

Crahnon,  Herbert 
Children: 

Herbert,  Dorothy. 

Mulcahy,  Charles 
Children: 

Charles,  Maryln,  Arnold  Eugene. 
Gearan,  Leonard  H.;  William  K.;  Donald  V. 
Gilhooley,  Francis;  Raymond;  Alice  May. 
Mulcahy,  William;  Flora. 

Towpence,  Alice;  Mary;  Zita;  Helen. 
Mahar,  Cathleen. 

Moriarity,  George;  Mary. 

Farrell,  Margaret;  Shirley;  John. 


m.  Eleanor  Mulcahy 


m.  Bessie  White 
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Callahan,  William;  Carl. 

Gilwee,  Harold. 

Murphy,  Eleanor;  Albert;  George;  Raymond;  Patricia. 
Haverty,  James. 

Seventh  Generation 
Crannon,  Herbert;  Dorothy. 

Mulcahy,  Charles;  Maryln,  Arnold  Eugene. 
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THE  MULCAHY  FAMILY 

Doubtlessly  the  next  largest  issue  of  one  immigrant  is  that  of 
Hugh  Mulcahy. 

Thomas  and  Michael  came  to  America  and  landed  August  10, 
1863  in  New  York.  On  August  15  they  went  to  Troy.  A  sister 
Bridget  Mulcahy  and  Catherine  Hare  (Mrs.  John  Shay),  mother  of 
former  Chief  of  Police  Timothy  Shay,  came  to  Phillipston  in  1851 
and  sent  for  Thomas  and  Michael  to  come  there.  Soon  they  found 
work  in  Gardner  and  sent  for  the  rest  of  the  family.  Thomas  bought 
a  house  on  Temple  Street  in  which  Timothy  Leamy  was  living.  Hugh 
and  his  wife  Ellen  (father  and  mother)  came  to  Gardner.  His  children 
and  their  issue  number: 

Mulcahy,  Thomas  (In  Ireland,  County  Limerick,  about  1775). 

Children 

s.  Hugh  (b.  1802)  m.  Ellen  O’Grady,  d.  of  John  and  Cather¬ 
ine  O’Grady  (b.  1805). 

Children 

d.  Bridget  m.  Minns 

d.  Nellie  Minns  m.  James  Revane 
s. 

s.  Thomas  m.  Mary  McNamara 
d.  Ellen 
d.  Mary 

s.  Hugh  (2  children,  2  grandchildren) 

s.  John  (7  children) 

s.  Thomas  (6  children) 

d.  Catherine 

d.  Anne  (died  an  infant) 

s.  James 

s.  Michael  m.  Ryan  of  Templeton  (Two  children) 

d.  Margaret  m.  John  Lennon 

d.  Catherine  m.  Moore  (7  children  7  grandchildren  and 
12  great-grandchildren) 

d.  Mary  m.  Kelley  (4  children  and  4  grandchildren) 

s.  Patrick  (3  children  11  grandchildren  and  6  great-grandchild¬ 
ren) 

Immigrants  who  have  five  or  more  generations  in  their  issue  in 
Gardner. 

John  Barnes,  James  F.,  Nellie  M.  (Dunn),  Paul  Dunn  and  Paul 
Winston  Dunn. 
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Ellen  (Gearan)  Healy,  Mary  (Healy)  Bresnahan,  Lizzie  (Bresnahan) 
Mulcahy,  Eleanor  (Mulcahy)  Crannon,  Herbert  Crannon. 
Michael  Carroll,  Michael  Carroll,  John  Carroll,  Edna  Carroll  Rogers, 
Grace  or  Frank  Elaine. 

Michael  Carroll,  Patrick  Carroll,  Thomas  Carroll, 

1)  George  Carroll,  George  Carroll,  Jr. 

2)  Edw.  Carroll,  Edw.  Carroll,  Jr. 

Michael  Carroll,  Patrick  Carroll,  Mary  (Carroll)  Leamy, 

Frederick  Leamy,  Leonard  Leamy. 

Michael  Carroll,  Thomas  Carroll,  Mary  (Carroll)  Cunningham, 

Annie  (Cunningham)  Mason - Mason. 

Johanna  (Welch)  Mountain,  Joanna  (Mountain)  Conway, 

William  F.  Conway,  Catherine  (Conway)  Bowen, 

Francis  Bowen. 

Johanna  (Welch)  Mountain,  Ellen  (Mountain)  Conway, 

Mary  (Conway)  Vaughn,  Ellen  (Vaughn)  Gearan, 

Leonard  J.  Gearan,  Leonard  H.  Gearan. 

Johanna  (Welch)  Mountain,  Ellen  Conway, 

1)  Bridget  (Conway)  Murray,  Nellie  (Murray)  Carey, 

Mary  Carey. 

2)  Bridget  (Conway)  Murray,  Patrick  Murray,  Mary  Murray. 

3)  Bridget  (Conway)  Murray,  John  Murray,  John  Murray. 
Johanna  (Welch)  Mountain,  Ellen  Conway, 

2)  Mary  (Conway)  Vaughn,  Anna  (Vaughn)  Burns, 

Francis  Burns. 

3)  Mary  (Conway)  Vaughn,  Alice  (Vaughn)  Moden, 

Olive  Moden. 

4)  Mary  (Conway)  Vaughn,  Frances  (Vaughn)  Rist 

Francis  Rist. 

Johanna  (Welch)  Mountain,  Ellen  Conway,  William  Conway, 

Mary  (Conway)  Keresey,  William  Keresey. 

2  3 

Jerry  Cronin,  Hanora  (Cronin)  Glasheen,  Frank  Glasheen, 
girl  4  Nora. 

3  4 

Charles  Glasheen  boy. 

John  Hennessey,  Ellen  (Hennessey)  McKeogh,  Margaret  (McKeogh) 
Sullivan,  John  Sullivan,  John  Sullivan. 

James  Lynch,  Sr.,  James  Lynch,  Jr.,  Bridget  (Lynch)  Ryan. 

1)  Katherine  (Ryan)  Lafountain - —  Lafountain. 
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2(  Lizzie  (Ryan)  Lamport, - Lamport. 

3)  Ann  (Ryan)  Eaton, - Eaton. 

James  Lynch,  John  Lynch,  John  H.  Lynch, 

1)  John  Lynch, - Lynch. 

2)  W.H.  Lynch, - Lynch. 

3)  Alice  (Lynch) - . 

James  Lynch,  Thomas  Lynch,  William  Lynch, 

Annie  (Lynch)  Roach, - Roach. 

Johannah  (Welch)  Mountain,  William  Mountain, 

William  J.  Mountain,  Harold  Mountain, 

Harold  Mountain,  Jr. 

Hugh  Mulcahy,  Thomas  Mulcahy,  Hugh  Mulcahy, 

Cathaleen  Woodcome,  Paul  Woodcome. 

Hugh  Mulcahy,  Thomas  Mulcahy,  John,  George,  George,  Jr. 
Michael  O’Niel,  Bridget  (O’Neil)  McQuerry, 
oldest  Bridget  Roukes. 

John  Tighe,  Ellen  (Tighe)  Flood,  Mary  (Flood)  Reilly, 

William  Reilly,  William  Reilly,  Jr. 

Hugh  Mulcahy,  Catherine  (Mulcahy)  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Henry  Moore,  son  Alice  (Moore)  King,  Doris  King, 

Mary  (Moore)  Sish, - Sish. 

Annie  (Moore)  Carey,  Raymond  Carey, - Carey. 

Hugh  Mulcahy,  Patrick  Mulcahy,  Fred  Mulcahy, 

Dorothy  (Mulcahy)  Carey, - Carey. 

Hugh  Mulcahy,  Patrick  Mulcahy,  George  Mulcahy, 

Eleanor  (Mulcahy)  Crannon,  Herbert  Crannon. 

Many  social  clubs  and  societies  were  formed  but  most  outstanding 
is  the  A.  O.  H. 

“Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  in  a  Catholic  organization  instituted 
about  1656  for  the  protection  of  the  Catholic  religion  in  Ireland  but 
now  devoted  to  “the  advancement  of  the  principles  of  Irish  nation¬ 
ality”.  It  was  extended  to  other  countries.  The  American  branch  has 
250,000  members.  (Winston  Encyclopedia)  Div.  6  A.  O.  H.  was 
formed  in  Gardner  Mar.  1,  1873  and  made  up  entirely  of  Irish 
immigrants.  On  Feb.  3,  1873  Thos.  Carney  (Pres.)  Daniel  Regan 
(Vice-Pres.)  Daniel  McKeogh  (Rec.  Sec.)  John  F.  Barnes  (Treas.) 
John  Smeedy,  Henry  Cody,  John  Wheelan,  John  Lennon,  Patrick 
Hurley,  Thomas  Brogan  and  James  P.  Kelley  formed  the  society. 
On  Feb.  17, 1873  Patrick  J.  Noland,  Jerry  Delay,  Michael  Doyle  and 
Patrick  Flynn  joined.  On  Mar.  4,  1873  John  M.  Moore,  Edward 
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FitzGerald,  John  Harrington  and  John  F.  Welch  joined.  Mar.  10, 
1873  brought  Thos.  Walsh,  Wm.  Flood  and  Janies  O’Neal  while 
Apr.  10th  added  Wm.  Brogan,  Patrick  O’Brien,  Michael  Dalton  and 
Daniel  Dunn.  Two  of  these  charter  members  live  in  Gardner  today 
—  John  Moore  and  John  Wheelan. 

The  writer  has  tried  to  give  you  the  story  of  the  Irish  immigrant 
of  Gardner.  She  has  just  opened  the  cover  of  a  book  filled  with 
interest.  It  is  her  hope  that  there  will  soon  be  uncovered  more 
authentic  facts  and  stories  so  that  the  narrative  will  go  on  with  no 
break  in  that  “something”  which  the  Irishman  can  give  and  without 
which  “the  air  would  be  too  heavy  to  breathe.” 

For,  after  all,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  Irishman  left  his 
home  because  of  poor  conditions  and  came  to  this  section  of  our  state 
where  the  environment  was  none  too  enlightening.  He  has  gained  ma¬ 
terially;  encouraging  he  has  given  much.  The  writer  has  saved  for  her 
closing,  the  gem  of  her  research,  a  letter  written  in  1877  by  an  aged 
mother  in  Ireland  to  her  daughter  in  America.  The  letter  is  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  Winifred  Manning  Collins. 

Copy  of  letter  to  Mary  Carey  Manning  from  her  mother,  Anne 
Carey. 

Coroboy,  November  20,  ’77. 
Dear  Daughter.  I  received  your  kind  and  welcome  letter  on  the 
sixteenth  and  am  very  happy  to  hear  from  you.  I  am  very  sorry  to 
hear  of  yoUr  daughter’s  death.  May  the  Lord  have  mercy  on  her  soul! 
I  am  very  sorry  for  your  trouble.  We  must  all  put  up  with  the  will 
of  God,  Thanks  be  to  His  Holy  Name. 

Dear  daughter,  I  mean  to  let  you  know  that  I  received  the  money. 
May  the  Lord  leave  you  long  life  and  good  health  and  that  you  may 
always  have  full  and  plenty  of  everything.  I  am  very  glad  of  the 
pictures  you  sent  me.  I  would  know  you  partly  out  of  Bridget.  You 
look  very  well  and  the  Lord  keep  you  so.  All  the  neighbors  say  that 
they  are  splendid  likenesses.  Your  two  girls  are  very  good  looking 
that  the  Lord  may  leave  them  in  good  health  and  you  also. 

Dear  daughter,  your  age  is  fifty  years  and  my  age  is  eighty-seven 
years  and  may  the  Lord  leave  you  in  good  health  to  be  as  old  as  I  am. 

Sisley  is  in  good  health  and  her  family  and  Bridget’s  are  in  good 
health.  All  Sisley’s  family  are  working  out  for  gentlemen.  I  would 
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like  to  hear  from  Patrick  and  X  would  like  to  know  how  he  and  his 
family  are  getting  on.  There  is  nothing  in  the  world  I  would  like 
better  than  to  see  him  in  his  father’s  place.  Now  I  will  send  you  my 
Blessing  and  that  is  all  I  can  send. 

o4^ 
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